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For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Chislev KIS-lev

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Maccabees
Then said Judas and his brothers, “Behold, our 
enemies are crushed; let us go up to cleanse the 
sanctuary and dedicate it.” So all the army assembled 
and they went up to Mount Zion. Early in the 
morning on the twenty-fifth day of  the ninth month, 
which is the month of  Chislev, in the one hundred and
forty-eighth year, they rose and offered sacrifice, as the
law directs, on the new altar of  burnt offering which 
they had built. At the very season and on the very day 
that the Gentiles had profaned it, it was dedicated with
songs and harps and lutes and cymbals. All the people 
fell on their faces and worshiped and blessed Heaven, 
who had prospered them. So they celebrated the 
dedication of  the altar for eight days, and offered 
burnt offerings with gladness; they offered a sacrifice 
of  deliverance and praise. They decorated the front of
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the temple with golden crowns and small shields; they 
restored the gates and the chambers for the priests, 
and furnished them with doors. There was very great 
gladness among the people, and the reproach of  the 
Gentiles was removed. Then Judas and his brothers 
and all the assembly of  Israel determined that every 
year at that season the days of  dedication of  the altar 
should be observed with gladness and joy for eight 
days, beginning with the twenty-fifth day of  the month
of  Chislev.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 113
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 113, found in the red 
Prayer Book on page 756.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 Hallelujah!
Give praise, you servants of  the LORD; *
  praise the Name of  the LORD.

2 Let the Name of  the LORD be blessed, *
  from this time forth for evermore.
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3 From the rising of  the sun to its going down *
  let the Name of  the LORD be praised.

4 The LORD is high above all nations, *
  and his glory above the heavens.

5 Who is like the LORD our God, who sits 
enthroned on high,*

  but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

6 He takes up the weak out of  the dust *
  and lifts up the poor from the ashes.

7 He sets them with the princes, *
  with the princes of  his people.

8 He makes the woman of  a childless house *
  to be a joyful mother of  children.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Be faithful unto death, says the Lord, *

 and I will give you the crown of  life.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those 
who sold, saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house 
shall be a house of  prayer’; but you have made it a den
of  robbers.” And he was teaching daily in the temple. 
The chief  priests and the scribes and the principal 
men of  the people sought to destroy him; but they did
not find anything they could do, for all the people 
hung upon his words.
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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