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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came 
to Beer-she'ba, and offered sacrifices to the God of  
his father Isaac. And God spoke to Israel in visions of
the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here 
am I.” Then he said, “I am God, the God of  your 
father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt; for I will
there make of  you a great nation. I will go down with 
you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again; and 
Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” Then Jacob set 
out from Beer-sheba; and the sons of  Israel carried 
Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in 
the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 
They also took their cattle and their goods, which they
had gained in the land of  Canaan, and came into 
Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, his sons, 
and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his 
sons’ daughters; all his offspring he brought with him 
into Egypt. He sent Judah before him to Joseph, to 
appear before him in Goshen; and they came into the 
land of  Goshen. Then Joseph made ready his chariot 
and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen; and 
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he presented himself  to him, and fell on his neck, and 
wept on his neck a good while. Israel said to Joseph, 
“Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know
that you are still alive.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 37:1–7
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 37, verses 1 through 7,
found in the red Prayer Book on page 633.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 Do not fret yourself  because of  evildoers; *
   do not be jealous of  those who do wrong.
 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *
   and like the green grass fade away.
 
3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; *
   dwell in the land and feed on its riches.

4 Take delight in the LORD, *
   and he shall give you your heart’s desire.
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5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust 
in him, *

   and he will bring it to pass.

6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the 
light *

   and your just dealing as the noonday.
 
7 Be still before the LORD *
   and wait patiently for him.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader The Lord is faithful in all his words *

  and merciful in all his deeds.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Behold, I send you out as 
sheep in the midst of  wolves; so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. Beware of  men; for they will 
deliver you up to councils, and flog you in their 
synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings for my sake, to bear testimony before them 
and the Gentiles. When they deliver you up, do not be 
anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say; 
for what you are to say will be given to you in that 
hour; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of  
your Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver 
up brother to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death; and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 
But he who endures to the end will be saved. When 
they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for 
truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all 
the towns of  Israel, before the Son of  man comes.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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