
YEAR 2, DECEMBER 30: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
After this the son of  the woman, the mistress of  the 
house at Zar'ephath, became ill; and his illness was so 
severe that there was no breath left in him. And she 
said to Eli'jah, “What have you against me, O man of  
God? You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to cause the death of  my son!” 
And he said to her, “Give me your son.” And he took 
him from her bosom, and carried him up into the 
upper chamber, where he lodged, and laid him upon 
his own bed. And he cried to the LORD, “O LORD my 
God, hast thou brought calamity even upon the widow
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?” Then he 
stretched himself  upon the child three times, and cried
to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child’s soul 
come into him again.” And the LORD hearkened to 
the voice of  Eli'jah; and the soul of  the child came 
into him again, and he revived. And Eli'jah took the 
child, and brought him down from the upper chamber
into the house, and delivered him to his mother; and 
Eli'jah said, “See, your son lives.” And the woman said 
to Eli'jah, “Now I know that you are a man of  God, 
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and that the word of  the LORD in your mouth is 
truth.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had 
made the water wine. And at Caper'na-um there was 
an official whose son was ill. When he heard that Jesus
had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged 
him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the 
point of  death. Jesus therefore said to him, “Unless 
you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” The 
official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child 
dies.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The 
man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and 
went his way. As he was going down, his servants met 
him and told him that his son was living. So he asked 
them the hour when he began to mend, and they said 
to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left 
him.” The father knew that was the hour when Jesus 
had said to him, “Your son will live”; and he himself  
believed, and all his household. This was now the 
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second sign that Jesus did when he had come from 
Judea to Galilee.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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