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YEAR 2, ADVENT 1, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

A'moz    AY-mahz 
Uzzi'ah    uh-ZIGH-uh 
Jo'tham    JOH-tham 
A'haz    AY-haz 
Hezeki'ah   hez-uh-KIGH-uh 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins  
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
The vision of Isaiah the son of A'moz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzzi'ah, Jo'tham, A'haz, and Hezeki'ah, kings of Judah. 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord 
has spoken: “Sons have I reared and brought up, but 
they have rebelled against me. The ox knows its 
owner, and the ass its master’s crib; but Israel does not 
know, my people does not understand.” Ah, sinful 
nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of 
evildoers, sons who deal corruptly! They have forsaken 
the Lord, they have despised the Holy One of Israel, 
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they are utterly estranged. Why will you still be 
smitten, that you continue to rebel? The whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the 
foot even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but 
bruises and sores and bleeding wounds; they are not 
pressed out, or bound up, or softened with oil. Your 
country lies desolate, your cities are burned with fire; 
in your very presence aliens devour your land; it is 
desolate, as overthrown by aliens. And the daughter of 
Zion is left like a booth in a vineyard, like a lodge in a 
cucumber field, like a besieged city. If the Lord of 
hosts had not left us a few survivors, we should have 
been like Sodom, and become like Gomor'rah. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you 
have no need to have anything written to you. For you 
yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. When people say, 
“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
will come upon them as travail comes upon a woman 
with child, and there will be no escape. But you are not 
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in darkness, brethren, for that day to surprise you like 
a thief. For you are all sons of light and sons of the 
day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let 
us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and 
be sober. For those who sleep sleep at night, and those 
who get drunk are drunk at night. But, since we belong 
to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate 
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but 
to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for us so that whether we wake or sleep we might 
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are doing. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, 
thou hast increased its joy; they rejoice before thee as 
with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they 
divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the 
staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou 
hast broken as on the day of Mid'ian. For every boot 
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of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government will be upon his shoulder, and his 
name will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and over his 
kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time forth and for 
evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


