
YEAR 2, ADVENT 1, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Amos
Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of  
Israel, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment; 
because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy
for a pair of  shoes—they that trample the head of  the 
poor into the dust of  the earth, and turn aside the way
of  the afflicted; a man and his father go in to the same
maiden, so that my holy name is profaned; they lay 
themselves down beside every altar upon garments 
taken in pledge; and in the house of  their God they 
drink the wine of  those who have been fined. Yet I 
destroyed the Amorite before them, whose height was 
like the height of  the cedars, and who was as strong as
the oaks; I destroyed his fruit above, and his roots 
beneath. Also I brought you up out of  the land of  
Egypt, and led you forty years in the wilderness, to 
possess the land of  the Amorite. And I raised up some
of  your sons for prophets, and some of  your young 
men for Nazirites. Is it not indeed so, O people of  
Israel?” says the LORD. “But you made the Nazirites 
drink wine, and commanded the prophets, saying, ‘You
shall not prophesy.’ Behold, I will press you down in 
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your place, as a cart full of  sheaves presses down. 
Flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall 
not retain his strength, nor shall the mighty save his 
life; he who handles the bow shall not stand, and he 
who is swift of  foot shall not save himself, nor shall he
who rides the horse save his life; and he who is stout 
of  heart among the mighty shall flee away naked in 
that day,” says the LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

[Pronunciation note: Beth'phage—BETH-fuh-gee]

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Beth'phage, to the Mount of  Olives, then Jesus sent 
two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village 
opposite you, and immediately you will find an ass 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. If  any one says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The
Lord has need of  them,’ and he will send them 
immediately.” This took place to fulfil what was 
spoken by the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of  
Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and
mounted on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of  an ass.” 
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The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 
they brought the ass and the colt, and put their 
garments on them, and he sat thereon. Most of  the 
crowd spread their garments on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. And the crowds that went before him and that 
followed him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of  David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered 
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is 
this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus 
from Nazareth of  Galilee.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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