
YEAR 2, ADVENT 1, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Amos
Woe to you who desire the day of  the LORD! Why 
would you have the day of  the LORD? It is darkness, 
and not light; as if  a man fled from a lion, and a bear 
met him; or went into the house and leaned with his 
hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the 
day of  the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom 
with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your feasts, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even 
though you offer me your burnt offerings and cereal 
offerings, I will not accept them, and the peace 
offerings of  your fatted beasts I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of  your songs; to the 
melody of  your harps I will not listen. But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream. Did you bring to me sacrifices and 
offerings the forty years in the wilderness, O house of  
Israel? You shall take up Sakkuth your king, and 
Kaiwan your star-god, your images, which you made 
for yourselves; therefore I will take you into exile 
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beyond Damascus,” says the LORD, whose name is the
God of  hosts.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how to 
entangle him in his talk. And they sent their disciples 
to him, along with the Hero'di-ans, saying, “Teacher, 
we know that you are true, and teach the way of  God 
truthfully, and care for no man; for you do not regard 
the position of  men. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware
of  their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the money for the tax.” And they
brought him a coin. And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” 
Then he said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled; and they 
left him and went away.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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