
YEAR 2, ADVENT 2, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Amos
I saw the LORD standing beside the altar, and he said: 
“Smite the capitals until the thresholds shake, and 
shatter them on the heads of  all the people; and what 
are left of  them I will slay with the sword; not one of  
them shall flee away, not one of  them shall escape. 
Though they dig into Sheol, from there shall my hand 
take them; though they climb up to heaven, from there
I will bring them down. Though they hide themselves 
on the top of  Carmel, from there I will search out and
take them; and though they hide from my sight at the 
bottom of  the sea, there I will command the serpent, 
and it shall bite them. And though they go into 
captivity before their enemies, there I will command 
the sword, and it shall slay them; and I will set my eyes
upon them for evil and not for good.” The Lord, GOD
of  hosts, he who touches the earth and it melts, and all
who dwell in it mourn, and all of  it rises like the Nile, 
and sinks again, like the Nile of  Egypt; who builds his 
upper chambers in the heavens, and founds his vault 
upon the earth; who calls for the waters of  the sea, 
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and pours them out upon the surface of  the earth—
the LORD is his name. “Are you not like the Ethiopians
to me, O people of  Israel?” says the LORD. “Did I not
bring up Israel from the land of  Egypt, and the 
Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir? 
Behold, the eyes of  the Lord GOD are upon the sinful 
kingdom, and I will destroy it from the surface of  the 
ground; except that I will not utterly destroy the house
of  Jacob,” says the LORD. “For lo, I will command, 
and shake the house of  Israel among all the nations as 
one shakes with a sieve, but no pebble shall fall upon 
the earth. All the sinners of  my people shall die by the 
sword, who say, ‘Evil shall not overtake or meet us.’”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus continued speaking to the crowds and to his 
disciples saying, “But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut the kingdom 
of  heaven against men; for you neither enter 
yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go in. 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you 
traverse sea and land to make a single proselyte, and 
when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as 
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much a child of  hell as yourselves. Woe to you, blind 
guides, who say, ‘If  any one swears by the temple, it is 
nothing; but if  any one swears by the gold of  the 
temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind fools! For 
which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made 
the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If  any one swears by 
the altar, it is nothing; but if  any one swears by the gift
that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind 
men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that 
makes the gift sacred? So he who swears by the altar, 
swears by it and by everything on it; and he who 
swears by the temple, swears by it and by him who 
dwells in it; and he who swears by heaven, swears by 
the throne of  God and by him who sits upon it. Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe 
mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of  the law, justice and mercy and 
faith; these you ought to have done, without neglecting
the others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and 
swallowing a camel! Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of  the cup and 
of  the plate, but inside they are full of  extortion and 
rapacity. You blind Pharisee! first cleanse the inside of  
the cup and of  the plate, that the outside also may be 
clean.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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