
YEAR 2, ADVENT 2, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Haggai
In the second year of  Dari'us the king, in the sixth 
month, on the first day of  the month, the word of  the
LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerub'babel the 
son of  She-al'ti-el, governor of  Judah, and to Joshua 
the son of  Jehoz'adak, the high priest, “Thus says the 
LORD of  hosts: This people say the time has not yet 
come to rebuild the house of  the LORD.” Then the 
word of  the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, “Is it 
a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled 
houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now therefore 
thus says the LORD of  hosts: Consider how you have 
fared. You have sown much, and harvested little; you 
eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you 
never have your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one 
is warm; and he who earns wages earns wages to put 
them into a bag with holes. Thus says the LORD of  
hosts: Consider how you have fared. Go up to the hills
and bring wood and build the house, that I may take 
pleasure in it and that I may appear in my glory, says 
the LORD. You have looked for much, and, lo, it came 
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to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away.
Why? says the LORD of  hosts. Because of  my house 
that lies in ruins, while you busy yourselves each with 
his own house. Therefore the heavens above you have 
withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its 
produce. And I have called for a drought upon the 
land and the hills, upon the grain, the new wine, the 
oil, upon what the ground brings forth, upon men and
cattle, and upon all their labors.” Then Zerub'babel the
son of  She-al'ti-el, and Joshua the son of  Jehoz'adak, 
the high priest, with all the remnant of  the people, 
obeyed the voice of  the LORD their God, and the 
words of  Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God 
had sent him; and the people feared before the LORD. 
Then Haggai, the messenger of  the LORD, spoke to 
the people with the LORD’s message, “I am with you, 
says the LORD.” And the LORD stirred up the spirit of  
Zerub'babel the son of  She-al'ti-el, governor of  Judah,
and the spirit of  Joshua the son of  Jehoz'adak, the 
high priest, and the spirit of  all the remnant of  the 
people; and they came and worked on the house of  
the LORD of  hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth 
day of  the month, in the sixth month.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And Jesus continued to speak to the crowds and to his
disciples saying, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for you are like whitewashed tombs, which 
outwardly appear beautiful, but within they are full of  
dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. So you also 
outwardly appear righteous to men, but within you are 
full of  hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for you build the tombs of  the 
prophets and adorn the monuments of  the righteous, 
saying, ‘If  we had lived in the days of  our fathers, we 
would not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of  the prophets.’ Thus you witness against 
yourselves, that you are sons of  those who murdered 
the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of  your 
fathers. You serpents, you brood of  vipers, how are 
you to escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore I 
send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of  
whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will 
scourge in your synagogues and persecute from town 
to town, that upon you may come all the righteous 
blood shed on earth, from the blood of  innocent Abel
to the blood of  Zechari'ah the son of  Barachi'ah, 
whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the 
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altar. Truly, I say to you, all this will come upon this 
generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the 
prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How 
often would I have gathered your children together as 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
would not! Behold, your house is forsaken and 
desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the 
Lord.’”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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