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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; as destruction 
from the Almighty it will come! Therefore all hands 
will be feeble, and every man’s heart will melt, and 
they will be dismayed. Pangs and agony will seize 
them; they will be in anguish like a woman in travail. 
They will look aghast at one another; their faces will 
be aflame. Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, 
with wrath and fierce anger, to make the earth a 
desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. For the 
stars of the heavens and their constellations will not 
give their light; the sun will be dark at its rising and the 
moon will not shed its light. I will punish the world for 
its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will put an 
end to the pride of the arrogant, and lay low the 
haughtiness of the ruthless. I will make men more rare 
than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of Ophir. 
Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the 
earth will be shaken out of its place, at the wrath of 
the LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our assembling to meet him, we beg you, 
brethren, not to be quickly shaken in mind or excited, 
either by spirit or by word, or by letter purporting to 
be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has 
come. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day 
will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of perdition. 
But we are bound to give thanks to God always for 
you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God 
chose you from the beginning to be saved, through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To 
this he called you through our gospel, so that you may 
obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, 
brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which 
you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by 
letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and 
God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal 
comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts and establish them in every good work and 
word. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Micah 
But you, O Bethlehem Eph'rathah, who are little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 
for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is 
from of old, from ancient days. And he shall stand and 
feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 
shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the 
ends of the earth. 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


