
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zechariah
In the eighth month, in the second year of  Dari'us, the
word of  the LORD came to Zechari'ah the son of  
Berechi'ah, son of  Iddo, the prophet, saying, “The 
LORD was very angry with your fathers. Therefore say 
to them, Thus says the LORD of  hosts: Return to me, 
says the LORD of  hosts, and I will return to you, says 
the LORD of  hosts. Be not like your fathers, to whom 
the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the LORD 
of  hosts, Return from your evil ways and from your 
evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or heed me, says the 
LORD. Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets,
do they live for ever? But my words and my statutes, 
which I commanded my servants the prophets, did 
they not overtake your fathers? So they repented and 
said, As the LORD of  hosts purposed to deal with us 
for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.” On 
the twenty-fourth day of  the eleventh month which is 
the month of  Shebat, in the second year of  Dari'us, 
the word of  the LORD came to Zechari'ah the son of  
Berechi'ah, son of  Iddo, the prophet; and Zechari'ah 
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said, “I saw in the night, and behold, a man riding 
upon a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle 
trees in the glen; and behind him were red, sorrel, and 
white horses. Then I said, ‘What are these, my lord?’ 
The angel who talked with me said to me, ‘I will show 
you what they are.’ So the man who was standing 
among the myrtle trees answered, ‘These are they 
whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.’ And 
they answered the angel of  the LORD who was 
standing among the myrtle trees, ‘We have patrolled 
the earth, and behold, all the earth remains at rest.’ 
Then the angel of  the LORD said, ‘O LORD of  hosts, 
how long wilt thou have no mercy on Jerusalem and 
the cities of  Judah, against which thou hast had 
indignation these seventy years?’ And the LORD 
answered gracious and comforting words to the angel 
who talked with me. So the angel who talked with me 
said to me, ‘Cry out, Thus says the LORD of  hosts: I 
am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion. 
And I am very angry with the nations that are at ease; 
for while I was angry but a little they furthered the 
disaster. Therefore, thus says the LORD, I have 
returned to Jerusalem with compassion; my house 
shall be built in it, says the LORD of  hosts, and the 
measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. 
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Cry again, Thus says the LORD of  hosts: My cities 
shall again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will
again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus continued to speak to his disciples privately 
saying, “So when you see the desolating sacrilege 
spoken of  by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy 
place (let the reader understand), then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains; let him who is on 
the housetop not go down to take what is in his house;
and let him who is in the field not turn back to take his
mantle. And alas for those who are with child and for 
those who give suck in those days! Pray that your flight
may not be in winter or on a sabbath. For then there 
will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the
beginning of  the world until now, no, and never will 
be. And if  those days had not been shortened, no 
human being would be saved; but for the sake of  the 
elect those days will be shortened. Then if  any one 
says to you, ‘Lo, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do
not believe it. For false Christs and false prophets will 
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arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to lead 
astray, if  possible, even the elect. Lo, I have told you 
beforehand. So, if  they say to you, ‘Lo, he is in the 
wilderness,’ do not go out; if  they say, ‘Lo, he is in the 
inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as the lightning 
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so 
will be the coming of  the Son of  man. Wherever the 
body is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 
Immediately after the tribulation of  those days the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of  
the heavens will be shaken; then will appear the sign 
of  the Son of  man in heaven, and then all the tribes 
of  the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of  
man coming on the clouds of  heaven with power and 
great glory; and he will send out his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of  heaven to the other.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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