
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zechariah
And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four horns! 
And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are
these?” And he answered me, “These are the horns 
which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” 
Then the LORD showed me four smiths. And I said, 
“What are these coming to do?” He answered, “These 
are the horns which scattered Judah, so that no man 
raised his head; and these have come to terrify them, 
to cast down the horns of  the nations who lifted up 
their horns against the land of  Judah to scatter it.” I 
lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a man with a 
measuring line in his hand! Then I said, “Where are 
you going?” And he said to me, “To measure 
Jerusalem, to see what is its breadth and what is its 
length.” And behold, the angel who talked with me 
came forward, and another angel came forward to 
meet him, and said to him, “Run, say to that young 
man, ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as villages without 
walls, because of  the multitude of  men and cattle in it.
For I will be to her a wall of  fire round about, says the
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LORD, and I will be the glory within her.’ ” Ho! ho! 
Flee from the land of  the north, says the LORD; for I 
have spread you abroad as the four winds of  the 
heavens, says the LORD. Ho! Escape to Zion, you who 
dwell with the daughter of  Babylon. For thus said the 
LORD of  hosts, after his glory sent me to the nations 
who plundered you, for he who touches you touches 
the apple of  his eye: “Behold, I will shake my hand 
over them, and they shall become plunder for those 
who served them. Then you will know that the LORD 
of  hosts has sent me. Sing and rejoice, O daughter of  
Zion; for lo, I come and I will dwell in the midst of  
you, says the LORD. And many nations shall join 
themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be my 
people; and I will dwell in the midst of  you, and you 
shall know that the LORD of  hosts has sent me to you.
And the LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the 
holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” Be silent, 
all flesh, before the LORD; for he has roused himself  
from his holy dwelling.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus continued speaking to the disciples privately 
saying, “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as 
its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
all these things, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass 
away till all these things take place. Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But of
that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels 
of  heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. As were 
the days of  Noah, so will be the coming of  the Son of
man. For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they did 
not know until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so will be the coming of  the Son of  man. Then 
two men will be in the field; one is taken and one is 
left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one is 
taken and one is left. Watch therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this,
that if  the householder had known in what part of  the
night the thief  was coming, he would have watched 
and would not have let his house be broken into. 
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Therefore you also must be ready; for the Son of  man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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