
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
The Lord has sent a word against Jacob, and it will 
light upon Israel; and all the people will know, 
E'phraim and the inhabitants of  Sama'ria, who say in 
pride and in arrogance of  heart: “The bricks have 
fallen, but we will build with dressed stones; the 
sycamores have been cut down, but we will put cedars 
in their place.” So the LORD raises adversaries against 
them, and stirs up their enemies. The Syrians on the 
east and the Philistines on the west devour Israel with 
open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away 
and his hand is stretched out still. The people did not 
turn to him who smote them, nor seek the LORD of  
hosts. So the LORD cut off  from Israel head and tail, 
palm branch and reed in one day—the elder and 
honored man is the head, and the prophet who 
teaches lies is the tail; for those who lead this people 
lead them astray, and those who are led by them are 
swallowed up. Therefore the Lord does not rejoice 
over their young men, and has no compassion on their
fatherless and widows; for every one is godless and an 
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evildoer, and every mouth speaks folly. For all this his 
anger is not turned away and his hand is stretched out 
still.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
After this I looked, and lo, in heaven an open door! 
And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me 
like a trumpet, said, “Come up hither, and I will show 
you what must take place after this.” At once I was in 
the Spirit, and lo, a throne stood in heaven, with one 
seated on the throne! And he who sat there appeared 
like jasper and carnelian, and round the throne was a 
rainbow that looked like an emerald. Round the throne
were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones 
were twenty-four elders, clad in white garments, with 
golden crowns upon their heads. From the throne 
issue flashes of  lightning, and voices and peals of  
thunder, and before the throne burn seven torches of  
fire, which are the seven spirits of  God; and before 
the throne there is as it were a sea of  glass, like crystal.
And round the throne, on each side of  the throne, are 
four living creatures, full of  eyes in front and behind: 
the first living creature like a lion, the second living 
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creature like an ox, the third living creature with the 
face of  a man, and the fourth living creature like a 
flying eagle. And the four living creatures, each of  
them with six wings, are full of  eyes all round and 
within, and day and night they never cease to sing, 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was 
and is and is to come!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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