
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Ah, Assyria, the rod of  my anger, the staff  of  my fury!
Against a godless nation I send him, and against the 
people of  my wrath I command him, to take spoil and
seize plunder, and to tread them down like the mire of
the streets. But he does not so intend, and his mind 
does not so think; but it is in his mind to destroy, and 
to cut off  nations not a few; for he says: “Are not my 
commanders all kings? Is not Calno like Car'chemish? 
Is not Ha'math like Arpad? Is not Sama'ria like 
Damascus? As my hand has reached to the kingdoms 
of  the idols whose graven images were greater than 
those of  Jerusalem and Sama'ria, shall I not do to 
Jerusalem and her idols as I have done to Sama'ria and
her images?” When the Lord has finished all his work 
on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem he will punish the 
arrogant boasting of  the king of  Assyria and his 
haughty pride. For he says: “By the strength of  my 
hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I have 
understanding; I have removed the boundaries of  
peoples, and have plundered their treasures; like a bull 
I have brought down those who sat on thrones. My 
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

ISAIAH 10:5-19; REVELATION 5:6-14



hand has found like a nest the wealth of  the peoples; 
and as men gather eggs that have been forsaken so I 
have gathered all the earth; and there was none that 
moved a wing, or opened the mouth, or chirped.” 
Shall the axe vaunt itself  over him who hews with it, 
or the saw magnify itself  against him who wields it? As
if  a rod should wield him who lifts it, or as if  a staff  
should lift him who is not wood! Therefore the Lord, 
the LORD of  hosts, will send wasting sickness among 
his stout warriors, and under his glory a burning will 
be kindled, like the burning of  fire. The light of  Israel 
will become a fire, and his Holy One a flame; and it 
will burn and devour his thorns and briers in one day. 
The glory of  his forest and of  his fruitful land the 
LORD will destroy, both soul and body, and it will be as
when a sick man wastes away. The remnant of  the 
trees of  his forest will be so few that a child can write 
them down.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
And between the throne and the four living creatures 
and among the elders, I saw a Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with 
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

ISAIAH 10:5-19; REVELATION 5:6-14



seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of  God sent out
into all the earth; and he went and took the scroll from
the right hand of  him who was seated on the throne. 
And when he had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each holding a harp, and with golden bowls 
full of  incense, which are the prayers of  the saints; and
they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy art thou to take
the scroll and to open its seals, for thou wast slain and 
by thy blood didst ransom men for God from every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation, and hast 
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and 
they shall reign on earth.” Then I looked, and I heard 
around the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders the voice of  many angels, numbering myriads 
of  myriads and thousands of  thousands, saying with a 
loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!” And I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all therein, saying, “To him who sits
upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might for ever and ever!” And 
the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders 
fell down and worshiped.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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