
YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zechariah
In the fourth year of  King Dari'us, the word of  the 
LORD came to Zechari'ah in the fourth day of  the 
ninth month, which is Chislev. Now the people of  
Bethel had sent Share'zer and Reg'em-mel'ech and 
their men, to entreat the favor of  the LORD, and to ask
the priests of  the house of  the LORD of  hosts and the
prophets, “Should I mourn and fast in the fifth 
month, as I have done for so many years?” Then the 
word of  the LORD of  hosts came to me; “Say to all 
the people of  the land and the priests, When you 
fasted and mourned in the fifth month and in the 
seventh, for these seventy years, was it for me that you
fasted? And when you eat and when you drink, do you
not eat for yourselves and drink for yourselves? When 
Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, with her 
cities round about her, and the South and the lowland 
were inhabited, were not these the words which the 
LORD proclaimed by the former prophets?” And the 
word of  the LORD came to Zechari'ah, saying, “Thus 
says the LORD of  hosts, Render true judgments, show 
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kindness and mercy each to his brother, do not 
oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the
poor; and let none of  you devise evil against his 
brother in your heart.” But they refused to hearken, 
and turned a stubborn shoulder, and stopped their 
ears that they might not hear. They made their hearts 
like adamant lest they should hear the law and the 
words which the LORD of  hosts had sent by his Spirit 
through the former prophets. Therefore great wrath 
came from the LORD of  hosts.  “As I called, and they 
would not hear, so they called, and I would not hear,” 
says the LORD of  hosts, “and I scattered them with a 
whirlwind among all the nations which they had not 
known. Thus the land they left was desolate, so that 
no one went to and fro, and the pleasant land was 
made desolate.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus continued speaking to the disciples privately 
saying, “When the Son of  man comes in his glory, and
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 
throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and
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he will separate them one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place 
the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. 
Then the King will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, O blessed of  my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of  the world; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came 
to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty 
and give thee drink? And when did we see thee a 
stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee? 
And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit 
thee?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, as you did it to one of  the least of  these my 
brethren, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at
his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I 
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they
also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry 
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or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not minister to thee?’ Then he will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of  
the least of  these, you did it not to me.’ And they will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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