
YEAR 2, ADVENT 4, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

December 24 has its own proper for Morning Prayer.

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, 
and said, “Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my 
house, that thou hast brought me thus far? And yet 
this was a small thing in thy eyes, O Lord GOD; thou 
hast spoken also of  thy servant's house for a great 
while to come, and hast shown me future generations, 
O Lord GOD! And what more can David say to thee? 
For thou knowest thy servant, O Lord GOD! Because 
of  thy promise, and according to thy own heart, thou 
hast wrought all this greatness, to make thy servant 
know it. Therefore thou art great, O LORD God; for 
there is none like thee, and there is no God besides 
thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 
What other nation on earth is like thy people Israel, 
whom God went to redeem to be his people, making 
himself  a name, and doing for them great and terrible 
things, by driving out before his people a nation and 
its gods? And thou didst establish for thyself  thy 
people Israel to be thy people for ever; and thou, O 
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LORD, didst become their God. And now, O LORD 
God, confirm for ever the word which thou hast 
spoken concerning thy servant and concerning his 
house, and do as thou hast spoken; and thy name will 
be magnified for ever, saying, ‘The LORD of  hosts is 
God over Israel,’ and the house of  thy servant David 
will be established before thee. For thou, O LORD of  
hosts, the God of  Israel, hast made this revelation to 
thy servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house’; therefore
thy servant has found courage to pray this prayer to 
thee. And now, O Lord GOD, thou art God, and thy 
words are true, and thou hast promised this good 
thing to thy servant; now therefore may it please thee 
to bless the house of  thy servant, that it may continue 
for ever before thee; for thou, O Lord GOD, hast 
spoken, and with thy blessing shall the house of  thy 
servant be blessed for ever.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and 
she gave birth to a son. And her neighbors and 
kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to
her, and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day 
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they came to circumcise the child; and they would have
named him Zechari'ah after his father, but his mother 
said, “Not so; he shall be called John.” And they said 
to her, “None of  your kindred is called by this name.” 
And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he 
would have him called. And he asked for a writing 
tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all 
marveled. And immediately his mouth was opened and
his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And 
fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things 
were talked about through all the hill country of  Judea;
and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of
the Lord was with him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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