
YEAR 2, CHRISTMAS 1, SUNDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
There was a certain man of  Ra'matha'im-zo'phim of  
the hill country of  E'phraim, whose name was 
Elka'nah the son of  Jero'ham, son of  Eli'hu, son of  
Tohu, son of  Zuph, an E'phraimite. He had two wives;
the name of  the one was Hannah, and the name of  
the other Penin'nah. And Penin'nah had children, but 
Hannah had no children. Therefore Hannah wept and 
would not eat. And Elka'nah, her husband, said to her,
“Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat?
And why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than
ten sons?” After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, 
Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the 
seat beside the doorpost of  the temple of  the LORD. 
She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, and
wept bitterly. And she vowed a vow and said, “O 
LORD of  hosts, if  thou wilt indeed look on the 
affliction of  thy maidservant, and remember me, and 
not forget thy maidservant, but wilt give to thy 
maidservant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all
the days of  his life, and no razor shall touch his head.”
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As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli 
observed her mouth. Hannah was speaking in her 
heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not 
heard; therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. 
And Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunken? 
Put away your wine from you.” But Hannah answered,
“No, my lord, I am a woman sorely troubled; I have 
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been 
pouring out my soul before the LORD. Do not regard 
your maidservant as a base woman, for all along I have
been speaking out of  my great anxiety and vexation.” 
Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of  
Israel grant your petition which you have made to 
him.” And she said, “Let your maidservant find favor 
in your eyes.” Then the woman went her way and ate, 
and her countenance was no longer sad. They rose 
early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; 
then they went back to their house at Ra'mah. And 
Elka'nah knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD 
remembered her; and in due time Hannah conceived 
and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for 
she said, “I have asked him of  the LORD.” And the 
man Elka'nah and all his house went up to offer to the
LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But 
Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, 
“As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that 
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he may appear in the presence of  the LORD, and abide
there for ever.” Elka'nah her husband said to her, “Do 
what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned 
him; only, may the LORD establish his word.” So the 
woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned
him. And when she had weaned him, she took him up 
with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of  
flour, and a skin of  wine; and she brought him to the 
house of  the LORD at Shiloh; and the child was young.
Then they slew the bull, and they brought the child to 
Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I
am the woman who was standing here in your 
presence, praying to the LORD. For this child I prayed; 
and the LORD has granted me my petition which I 
made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; 
as long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.” And they 
worshiped the LORD there.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And when the time came for their purification 
according to the law of  Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in
the law of  the Lord, “Every male that opens the 
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womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the law of  the 
Lord, “a pair of  turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
looking for the consolation of  Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And inspired by the 
Spirit he came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 
the custom of  the law, he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast 
prepared in the presence of  all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy people 
Israel.” And his father and his mother marveled at 
what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is set 
for the fall and rising of  many in Israel, and for a sign 
that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), that thoughts out of  many hearts 
may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, 
the daughter of  Phan'u-el, of  the tribe of  Asher; she 
was of  a great age, having lived with her husband 
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seven years from her virginity, and as a widow till she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And 
coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to God, 
and spoke of  him to all who were looking for the 
redemption of  Jerusalem. And when they had 
performed everything according to the law of  the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favor of  God was upon 
him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 2, 1 CHRISTMAS, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

1 SAMUEL 1:1–2, 7B-28; LUKE 2:22–40


	A Reading from the First Book of Samuel
	The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

