
YEAR 2, DECEMBER 24: MORNING PRAYER

Please note the church pronunciation for Baruch: 
“BAR-uhk”

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
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Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy 
that is coming to you from God! Behold, your sons are
coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, 
gathered from east and west, at the word of  the Holy 
One, rejoicing in the glory of  God. Take off  the 
garment of  your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 
and put on for ever the beauty of  the glory from God.
Put on the robe of  the righteousness from God; put 
on your head the diadem of  the glory of  the 
Everlasting. For God will show your splendor 
everywhere under heaven. For your name will for ever 
be called by God, “Peace of  righteousness and glory 
of  godliness.” Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the 
height and look toward the east, and see your children 
gathered from west and east, at the word of  the Holy 
One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For 
they went forth from you on foot, led away by their 
enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried 
in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered 
that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be 
made low and the valleys filled up, to make level 
ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of  
God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded 
Israel at God’s command. For God will lead Israel 
with joy, in the light of  his glory, with the mercy and 
righteousness that come from him.
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The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Now the birth of  Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with 
child of  the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered 
this, behold, an angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of  David, do not fear to 
take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her
is of  the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of  the 
Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her 
not until she had borne a son; and he called his name 
Jesus.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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