
YEAR 2, EASTER 2, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER
The readings from the First Letter of  Peter are reordered this 
week so that the entire letter is read.

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
Daniel said, “You saw, O king, and behold, a great 
image. This image, mighty and of  exceeding 
brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was 
frightening. The head of  this image was of  fine gold, 
its breast and arms of  silver, its belly and thighs of  
bronze, its legs of  iron, its feet partly of  iron and 
partly of  clay. As you looked, a stone was cut out by 
no human hand, and it smote the image on its feet of  
iron and clay, and broke them in pieces; then the iron, 
the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all 
together were broken in pieces, and became like the 
chaff  of  the summer threshing floors; and the wind 
carried them away, so that not a trace of  them could 
be found. But the stone that struck the image became 
a great mountain and filled the whole earth. This was 
the dream; now we will tell the king its interpretation. 
You, O king, the king of  kings, to whom the God of  
heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the 
might, and the glory, and into whose hand he has 
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given, wherever they dwell, the sons of  men, the 
beasts of  the field, and the birds of  the air, making 
you rule over them all—you are the head of  gold. 
After you shall arise another kingdom inferior to you, 
and yet a third kingdom of  bronze, which shall rule 
over all the earth. And there shall be a fourth 
kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces 
and shatters all things; and like iron which crushes, it 
shall break and crush all these. And as you saw the feet
and toes partly of  potter’s clay and partly of  iron, it 
shall be a divided kingdom; but some of  the firmness 
of  iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with 
the miry clay. And as the toes of  the feet were partly 
iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly 
strong and partly brittle. As you saw the iron mixed 
with miry clay, so they will mix with one another in 
marriage, but they will not hold together, just as iron 
does not mix with clay. And in the days of  those kings 
the God of  heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall its sovereignty be left to 
another people. It shall break in pieces all these 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand 
for ever; just as you saw that a stone was cut from a 
mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in 
pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the 
gold. A great God has made known to the king what 
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shall be hereafter. The dream is certain, and its 
interpretation sure.” Then King Nebuchadnez'zar fell 
upon his face, and did homage to Daniel, and 
commanded that an offering and incense be offered 
up to him. The king said to Daniel, “Truly, your God 
is God of  gods and Lord of  kings, and a revealer of  
mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this 
mystery.” Then the king gave Daniel high honors and 
many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole 
province of  Babylon, and chief  prefect over all the 
wise men of  Babylon. Daniel made request of  the 
king, and he appointed Shadrach, Me'shach, and 
Abed'nego over the affairs of  the province of  
Babylon; but Daniel remained at the king’s court.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  Peter
Likewise you wives, be submissive to your husbands, 
so that some, though they do not obey the word, may 
be won without a word by the behavior of  their wives, 
when they see your reverent and chaste behavior. Let 
not yours be the outward adorning with braiding of  
hair, decoration of  gold, and wearing of  fine clothing, 
but let it be the hidden person of  the heart with the 
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imperishable jewel of  a gentle and quiet spirit, which 
in God’s sight is very precious. So once the holy 
women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves 
and were submissive to their husbands, as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are now 
her children if  you do right and let nothing terrify you.
Likewise you husbands, live considerately with your 
wives, bestowing honor on the woman as the weaker 
sex, since you are joint heirs of  the grace of  life, in 
order that your prayers may not be hindered. Finally, 
all of  you, have unity of  spirit, sympathy, love of  the 
brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind. Do not 
return evil for evil or reviling for reviling; but on the 
contrary bless, for to this you have been called, that 
you may obtain a blessing. For “He that would love life
and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from speaking guile; let him turn away 
from evil and do right; let him seek peace and pursue 
it. For the eyes of  the Lord are upon the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of  
the Lord is against those that do evil.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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