
YEAR 2, EASTER 3, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
King Nebuchadnez'zar to all peoples, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth: Peace be 
multiplied to you! It has seemed good to me to show 
the signs and wonders that the Most High God has 
wrought toward me. How great are his signs, how 
mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to 
generation. I, Nebuchadnez'zar, was at ease in my 
house and prospering in my palace. I had a dream 
which made me afraid; as I lay in bed the fancies and 
the visions of  my head alarmed me. Therefore I made 
a decree that all the wise men of  Babylon should be 
brought before me, that they might make known to 
me the interpretation of  the dream. Then the 
magicians, the enchanters, the Chalde'ans, and the 
astrologers came in; and I told them the dream, but 
they could not make known to me its interpretation. 
At last Daniel came in before me—he who was named
Belteshaz'zar after the name of  my god, and in whom 
is the spirit of  the holy gods—and I told him the 
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dream, saying, “O Belteshaz'zar, chief  of  the 
magicians, because I know that the spirit of  the holy 
gods is in you and that no mystery is difficult for you, 
here is the dream which I saw; tell me its 
interpretation. The visions of  my head as I lay in bed 
were these: I saw, and behold, a tree in the midst of  
the earth; and its height was great. The tree grew and 
became strong, and its top reached to heaven, and it 
was visible to the end of  the whole earth. Its leaves 
were fair and its fruit abundant, and in it was food for 
all. The beasts of  the field found shade under it, and 
the birds of  the air dwelt in its branches, and all flesh 
was fed from it. I saw in the visions of  my head as I 
lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, came 
down from heaven. He cried aloud and said thus, 
‘Hew down the tree and cut off  its branches, strip off  
its leaves and scatter its fruit; let the beasts flee from 
under it and the birds from its branches. But leave the 
stump of  its roots in the earth, bound with a band of  
iron and bronze, amid the tender grass of  the field. 
Let him be wet with the dew of  heaven; let his lot be 
with the beasts in the grass of  the earth; let his mind 
be changed from a man’s, and let a beast’s mind be 
given to him; and let seven times pass over him. The 
sentence is by the decree of  the watchers, the decision 
by the word of  the holy ones, to the end that the living
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may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of  
men, and gives it to whom he will, and sets over it the 
lowliest of  men.’ This dream I, King 
Nebuchadnez'zar, saw. And you, O Belteshaz'zar, 
declare the interpretation, because all the wise men of  
my kingdom are not able to make known to me the 
interpretation, but you are able, for the spirit of  the 
holy gods is in you.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but 
an old commandment which you had from the 
beginning; the old commandment is the word which 
you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new 
commandment, which is true in him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing away and the true light
is already shining. He who says he is in the light and 
hates his brother is in the darkness still. He who loves 
his brother abides in the light, and in it there is no 
cause for stumbling. But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not 
know where he is going, because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes. I am writing to you, little children, 
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because your sins are forgiven for his sake. I am 
writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is 
from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, 
because you have overcome the evil one. I write to 
you, children, because you know the Father. I write to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the 
beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are 
strong, and the word of  God abides in you, and you 
have overcome the evil one. Do not love the world or 
the things in the world. If  any one loves the world, 
love for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of  the flesh and the lust of  the eyes 
and the pride of  life, is not of  the Father but is of  the 
world. And the world passes away, and the lust of  it; 
but he who does the will of  God abides for ever.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After this Jesus went to the other side of  the Sea of  
Galilee, which is the Sea of  Tiber'i-as. And a multitude
followed him, because they saw the signs which he did 
on those who were diseased. Jesus went up on the 
mountain, and there sat down with his disciples. Now 
the Passover, the feast of  the Jews, was at hand. 
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Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a multitude 
was coming to him, Jesus said to Philip, “How are we 
to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” This he 
said to test him, for he himself  knew what he would 
do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would 
not buy enough bread for each of  them to get a little.”
One of  his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 
said to him, “There is a lad here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish; but what are they among so 
many?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now 
there was much grass in the place; so the men sat 
down, in number about five thousand. Jesus then took 
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the 
fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had 
eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments left over, that nothing may be lost.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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