
YEAR 2, EASTER 5, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon
The ungodly were assailed to the end by pitiless anger, 
for God knew in advance even their future actions, 
that, though they themselves had permitted thy people
to depart and hastily sent them forth, they would 
change their minds and pursue them. For while they 
were still busy at mourning, and were lamenting at the 
graves of  their dead, they reached another foolish 
decision, and pursued as fugitives those whom they 
had begged and compelled to depart. For the fate they
deserved drew them on to this end, and made them 
forget what had happened, in order that they might fill
up the punishment which their torments still lacked, 
and that thy people might experience an incredible 
journey, but they themselves might meet a strange 
death. For the whole creation in its nature was 
fashioned anew, complying with thy commands, that 
thy children might be kept unharmed. The cloud was 
seen overshadowing the camp, and dry land emerging 
where water had stood before, an unhindered way out 
of  the Red Sea, and a grassy plain out of  the raging 
waves, where those protected by thy hand passed 
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through as one nation, after gazing on marvelous 
wonders. For the elements changed places with one 
another, as on a harp the notes vary the nature of  the 
rhythm, while each note remains the same. This may 
be clearly inferred from the sight of  what took place. 
For land animals were transformed into water 
creatures, and creatures that swim moved over to the 
land. Fire even in water retained its normal power, and
water forgot its fire-quenching nature. Flames, on the 
contrary, failed to consume the flesh of  perishable 
creatures that walked among them, nor did they melt 
the crystalline, easily melted kind of  heavenly food. 
For in everything, O Lord, thou hast exalted and 
glorified thy people; and thou hast not neglected to 
help them at all times and in all places.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Thessalonians
Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of  the 
Lord may speed on and triumph, as it did among you, 
and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil 
men; for not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful; he 
will strengthen you and guard you from evil. And we 
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have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are 
doing and will do the things which we command. May 
the Lord direct your hearts to the love of  God and to 
the steadfastness of  Christ. Now we command you, 
brethren, in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you keep away from any brother who is living in 
idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you 
received from us. For you yourselves know how you 
ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were 
with you, we did not eat any one’s bread without 
paying, but with toil and labor we worked night and 
day, that we might not burden any of  you. It was not 
because we have not that right, but to give you in our 
conduct an example to imitate. For even when we 
were with you, we gave you this command: If  any one 
will not work, let him not eat. For we hear that some 
of  you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not 
doing any work. Now such persons we command and 
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work in 
quietness and to earn their own living. Brethren, do 
not be weary in well-doing. If  any one refuses to obey 
what we say in this letter, note that man, and have 
nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. Do 
not look on him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother. Now may the Lord of  peace himself  give you 
peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be with you all. 
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I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is 
the mark in every letter of  mine; it is the way I write. 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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