
YEAR 2, EASTER 7, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me again: “What do 
you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of  Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and
the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, says the 
Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you 
in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of  the 
father as well as the soul of  the son is mine: the soul 
that sins shall die. Yet you say, ‘Why should not the 
son suffer for the iniquity of  the father?’ When the 
son has done what is lawful and right, and has been 
careful to observe all my statutes, he shall surely live. 
The soul that sins shall die. The son shall not suffer 
for the iniquity of  the father, nor the father suffer for 
the iniquity of  the son; the righteousness of  the 
righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon himself. But if  a wicked man 
turns away from all his sins which he has committed 
and keeps all my statutes and does what is lawful and 
right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of  the 
transgressions which he has committed shall be 
remembered against him; for the righteousness which 
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he has done he shall live. Have I any pleasure in the 
death of  the wicked, says the Lord GOD, and not 
rather that he should turn from his way and live? But 
when a righteous man turns away from his 
righteousness and commits iniquity and does the same
abominable things that the wicked man does, shall he 
live? None of  the righteous deeds which he has done 
shall be remembered; for the treachery of  which he is 
guilty and the sin he has committed, he shall die. Yet 
you say, ‘The way of  the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O
house of  Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways
that are not just? When a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness and commits iniquity, he shall 
die for it; for the iniquity which he has committed he 
shall die. Again, when a wicked man turns away from 
the wickedness he has committed and does what is 
lawful and right, he shall save his life. Because he 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions
which he had committed, he shall surely live, he shall 
not die. Yet the house of  Israel says, ‘The way of  the 
Lord is not just.’ O house of  Israel, are my ways not 
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? Therefore I 
will judge you, O house of  Israel, every one according 
to his ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from 
all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast 
away from you all the transgressions which you have 
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committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of  Israel? 
For I have no pleasure in the death of  any one, says 
the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Ephesians
Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you 
must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of
their minds; they are darkened in their understanding, 
alienated from the life of  God because of  the 
ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of  
heart; they have become callous and have given 
themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice 
every kind of  uncleanness. You did not so learn 
Christ!
—assuming that you have heard about him and were 
taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus. Put off  your old 
nature which belongs to your former manner of  life 
and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, and be renewed 
in the spirit of  your minds, and put on the new nature,
created after the likeness of  God in true righteousness
and holiness. Therefore, putting away falsehood, let 
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every one speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are
members one of  another. Be angry but do not sin; do 
not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no 
opportunity to the devil. Let the thief  no longer steal, 
but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
hands, so that he may be able to give to those in need. 
Let no evil talk come out of  your mouths, but only 
such as is good for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it
may impart grace to those who hear. And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of  God, in whom you were 
sealed for the day of  redemption. Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, with all malice, and be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the LORD.
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