
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 2, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis
Now the whole earth had one language and few 
words. And as men migrated from the east, they found
a plain in the land of  Shi'nar and settled there. And 
they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, 
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for 
stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with 
its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of
the whole earth.” And the LORD came down to see 
the city and the tower, which the sons of  men had 
built. And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one 
people, and they have all one language; and this is only
the beginning of  what they will do; and nothing that 
they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 
Come, let us go down, and there confuse their 
language, that they may not understand one another’s 
speech.” So the LORD scattered them abroad from 
there over the face of  all the earth, and they left off  
building the city. Therefore its name was called Ba'bel, 
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because there the LORD confused the language of  all 
the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them 
abroad over the face of  all the earth.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Now when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John (although Jesus himself  did not 
baptize, but only his disciples), he left Judea and 
departed again to Galilee. He had to pass through 
Samar'ia. So he came to a city of  Samar'ia, called 
Sy'char, near the field that Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as 
he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It 
was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of  
Samar'ia to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” For his disciples had gone away into the city to 
buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of  me, a woman of  
Samar'ia?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 
Jesus answered her, “If  you knew the gift of  God, and
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you 
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living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do 
you get that living water? Are you greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it 
himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to her,
“Every one who drinks of  this water will thirst again, 
but whoever drinks of  the water that I shall give him 
will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a spring of  water welling up to eternal 
life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 
that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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