
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 2, THURSDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus: “I am 
the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no
God; I gird you, though you do not know me, that 
men may know, from the rising of  the sun and from 
the west, that there is none besides me; I am the 
LORD, and there is no other. I form light and create 
darkness, I make weal and create woe, I am the LORD, 
who do all these things. Shower, O heavens, from 
above, and let the skies rain down righteousness; let 
the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth, and let
it cause righteousness to spring up also; I the LORD 
have created it. Woe to him who strives with his 
Maker, an earthen vessel with the potter! Does the clay
say to him who fashions it, ‘What are you making’? or 
‘Your work has no handles’? Woe to him who says to a
father, ‘What are you begetting?’ or to a woman, ‘With 
what are you in travail?’ ” Thus says the LORD, the 
Holy One of  Israel, and his Maker: “Will you question
me about my children, or command me concerning 
the work of  my hands? I made the earth, and created 
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man upon it; it was my hands that stretched out the 
heavens, and I commanded all their host. I have 
aroused him in righteousness, and I will make straight 
all his ways; he shall build my city and set my exiles 
free, not for price or reward,” says the LORD of  hosts. 
Thus says the LORD: “The wealth of  Egypt and the 
merchandise of  Ethiopia, and the Sabe'ans, men of  
stature, shall come over to you and be yours, they shall
follow you; they shall come over in chains and bow 
down to you. They will make supplication to you, 
saying: ‘God is with you only, and there is no other, no
god besides him.’ ” Truly, thou art a God who hidest 
thyself, O God of  Israel, the Savior. All of  them are 
put to shame and confounded, the makers of  idols go 
in confusion together. But Israel is saved by the LORD 
with everlasting salvation; you shall not be put to 
shame or confounded to all eternity.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he 
had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by 
himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply 
you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, 
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obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by a greater 
than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is 
final for confirmation. So when God desired to show 
more convincingly to the heirs of  the promise the 
unchangeable character of  his purpose, he interposed 
with an oath, so that through two unchangeable things,
in which it is impossible that God should prove false, 
we who have fled for refuge might have strong 
encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We 
have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of  the soul, a 
hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the 
curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our 
behalf, having become a high priest for ever after the 
order of  Melchiz'edek.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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