
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do 
righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and 
my deliverance be revealed. Blessed is the man who 
does this, and the son of  man who holds it fast, who 
keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, and keeps his 
hand from doing any evil.” Let not the foreigner who 
has joined himself  to the LORD say, “The LORD will 
surely separate me from his people”; and let not the 
eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” For thus says 
the LORD: “To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, 
who choose the things that please me and hold fast my
covenant, I will give in my house and within my walls a
monument and a name better than sons and 
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which 
shall not be cut off. And the foreigners who join 
themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love 
the name of  the LORD, and to be his servants, every 
one who keeps the sabbath, and does not profane it, 
and holds fast my covenant—these I will bring to my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of  
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
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accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a 
house of  prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord 
GOD, who gathers the outcasts of  Israel, I will gather 
yet others to him besides those already gathered.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 
fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not 
yet resisted to the point of  shedding your blood. And 
have you forgotten the exhortation which addresses 
you as sons?—“My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of  the Lord, nor lose courage when you are 
punished by him. For the Lord disciplines him whom 
he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It
is for discipline that you have to endure. God is 
treating you as sons; for what son is there whom his 
father does not discipline? If  you are left without 
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are 
illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we 
have had earthly fathers to discipline us and we 
respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to 
the Father of  spirits and live? For they disciplined us 
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for a short time at their pleasure, but he disciplines us 
for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the 
moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant; later it yields the peaceful fruit of  
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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