
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 6, THURSDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for 
me; I was ready to be found by those who did not seek
me. I said, “Here am I, here am I,” to a nation that did
not call on my name. I spread out my hands all the day
to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not 
good, following their own devices; a people who 
provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in 
gardens and burning incense upon bricks; who sit in 
tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat 
swine’s flesh, and broth of  abominable things is in 
their vessels; who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come 
near me, for I am set apart from you.” These are a 
smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. 
Behold, it is written before me: “I will not keep silent, 
but I will repay, yea, I will repay into their bosom their 
iniquities and their fathers’ iniquities together, says the 
LORD; because they burned incense upon the 
mountains and reviled me upon the hills, I will 
measure into their bosom payment for their former 
doings.” Thus says the LORD: “As the wine is found in
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the cluster, and they say, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is
a blessing in it,’ so I will do for my servants’ sake, and 
not destroy them all. I will bring forth descendants 
from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of  my 
mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants 
shall dwell there. Sharon shall become a pasture for 
flocks, and the Valley of  Achor a place for herds to lie 
down, for my people who have sought me. But you 
who forsake the LORD, who forget my holy mountain, 
who set a table for Fortune and fill cups of  mixed 
wine for Destiny; I will destine you to the sword, and 
all of  you shall bow down to the slaughter; because, 
when I called, you did not answer, when I spoke, you 
did not listen, but you did what was evil in my eyes, 
and chose what I did not delight in.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
Children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that
antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have 
come; therefore we know that it is the last hour. They 
went out from us, but they were not of  us; for if  they 
had been of  us, they would have continued with us; 
but they went out, that it might be plain that they all 
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are not of  us. But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. I write to you, not because you
do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 
know that no lie is of  the truth. Who is the liar but he 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No 
one who denies the Son has the Father. He who 
confesses the Son has the Father also. Let what you 
heard from the beginning abide in you. If  what you 
heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will 
abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he
has promised us, eternal life. I write this to you about 
those who would deceive you; but the anointing which
you received from him abides in you, and you have no 
need that any one should teach you; as his anointing 
teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie,
just as it has taught you, abide in him. And now, little 
children, abide in him, so that when he appears we 
may have confidence and not shrink from him in 
shame at his coming. If  you know that he is righteous, 
you may be sure that every one who does right is born
of  him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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