
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 7, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
Wisdom cries aloud in the street; in the markets she 
raises her voice; on the top of  the walls she cries out; 
at the entrance of  the city gates she speaks: “How 
long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How 
long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools 
hate knowledge? Give heed to my reproof; behold, I 
will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make my 
words known to you. Because I have called and you 
refused to listen, have stretched out my hand and no 
one has heeded, and you have ignored all my counsel 
and would have none of  my reproof, I also will laugh 
at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, 
when panic strikes you like a storm, and your calamity 
comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish 
come upon you. Then they will call upon me, but I will
not answer; they will seek me diligently but will not 
find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not 
choose the fear of  the LORD, would have none of  my 
counsel, and despised all my reproof, therefore they 
shall eat the fruit of  their way and be sated with their 
own devices. For the simple are killed by their turning 
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away, and the complacence of  fools destroys them; but
he who listens to me will dwell secure and will be at 
ease, without dread of  evil.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
James and John, the sons of  Zeb'edee, came forward 
to Jesus, and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of  you.” And he said to them, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” And they said 
to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, 
“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able 
to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with 
the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said 
to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The 
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to 
sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, 
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant 
at James and John. And Jesus called them to him and 
said to them, “You know that those who are supposed
to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
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great men exercise authority over them. But it shall not
be so among you; but whoever would be great among 
you must be your servant, and whoever would be first 
among you must be slave of  all. For the Son of  man 
also came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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