
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 7, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the LORD: “Before she was in labor she 
gave birth; before her pain came upon her she was 
delivered of  a son. Who has heard such a thing? Who 
has seen such things? Shall a land be born in one day? 
Shall a nation be brought forth in one moment? For as
soon as Zion was in labor she brought forth her sons. 
Shall I bring to the birth and not cause to bring forth? 
says the LORD; shall I, who cause to bring forth, shut 
the womb? says your God. Rejoice with Jerusalem, and
be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice with her 
in joy, all you who mourn over her; that you may suck 
and be satisfied with her consoling breasts; that you 
may drink deeply with delight from the abundance of  
her glory.” For thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will 
extend prosperity to her like a river, and the wealth of  
the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall 
suck, you shall be carried upon her hip, and dandled 
upon her knees. As one whom his mother comforts, 
so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem. You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
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your bones shall flourish like the grass; and it shall be 
known that the hand of  the LORD is with his servants,
and his indignation is against his enemies.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Therefore, knowing the fear of  the Lord, we persuade 
men; but what we are is known to God, and I hope it 
is known also to your conscience. We are not 
commending ourselves to you again but giving you 
cause to be proud of  us, so that you may be able to 
answer those who pride themselves on a man’s 
position and not on his heart. For if  we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if  we are in our right mind, it 
is for you. For the love of  Christ controls us, because 
we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all
have died. And he died for all, that those who live 
might live no longer for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised. From now on, 
therefore, we regard no one from a human point of  
view; even though we once regarded Christ from a 
human point of  view, we regard him thus no longer. 
Therefore, if  any one is in Christ, he is a new creation;
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the old has passed away, behold, the new has come. All
this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself  and gave us the ministry of  reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of  reconciliation. So 
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We beseech you on behalf  of  Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of  God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The mother of  Jesus and his brothers came; and 
standing outside they sent to him and called him. And 
a crowd was sitting about him; and they said to him, 
“Your mother and your brothers are outside, asking 
for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and 
my brothers?” And looking around on those who sat 
about him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
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brothers! Whoever does the will of  God is my brother,
and sister, and mother.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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