
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 7, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
Na'omi said to Ruth, “See, your sister-in-law has gone 
back to her people and to her gods; return after your 
sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave 
you or to return from following you; for where you go
I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge; your people
shall be my people, and your God my God; where you 
die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD

do so to me and more also if  even death parts me 
from you.” And when Na'omi saw that she was 
determined to go with her, she said no more. So the 
two of  them went on until they came to Bethlehem. 
And when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town 
was stirred because of  them; and the women said, “Is 
this Na'omi?” She said to them, “Do not call me 
Na'omi, call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very 
bitterly with me. I went away full, and the LORD has 
brought me back empty. Why call me Na'omi, when 
the LORD has afflicted me and the Almighty has 
brought calamity upon me?” So Na'omi returned, and 
Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law with her, who 
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returned from the country of  Moab. And they came to
Bethlehem at the beginning of  barley harvest.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of  God, 
and he who loves is born of  God and knows God. He
who does not love does not know God; for God is 
love. In this the love of  God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not 
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the expiation for our sins. Beloved, if  God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No 
man has ever seen God; if  we love one another, God 
abides in us and his love is perfected in us. By this we 
know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of  his own Spirit. And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of  
God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we know 
and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and 
he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him. In this is love perfected with us, that we may 
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have confidence for the day of  judgment, because as 
he is so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love. 
We love, because he first loved us. If  any one says, “I 
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this 
commandment we have from him, that he who loves 
God should love his brother also.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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