
YEAR 2, LAST EPIPHANY, TUESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
The words of  A'gur son of  Ja'keh of  Mas'sa. The man
says to Ith'i-el, to Ith'i-el and U'cal: Surely I am too 
stupid to be a man. I have not the understanding of  a 
man. I have not learned wisdom, nor have I 
knowledge of  the Holy One. Who has ascended to 
heaven and come down? Who has gathered the wind 
in his fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a 
garment? Who has established all the ends of  the 
earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name? 
Surely you know! Four things on earth are small, but 
they are exceedingly wise: the ants are a people not 
strong, yet they provide their food in the summer; the 
badgers are a people not mighty, yet they make their 
homes in the rocks; the locusts have no king, yet all of
them march in rank; the lizard you can take in your 
hands, yet it is in kings’ palaces. Three things are 
stately in their tread; four are stately in their stride: the 
lion, which is mightiest among beasts and does not 
turn back before any; the strutting cock, the he-goat, 
and a king striding before his people. If  you have been
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foolish, exalting yourself, or if  you have been devising 
evil, put your hand on your mouth. For pressing milk 
produces curds, pressing the nose produces blood, and
pressing anger produces strife.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Then they led Jesus from the house of  Cai'aphas to 
the praetorium. It was early. They themselves did not 
enter the praetorium, so that they might not be defiled,
but might eat the passover. So Pilate went out to them 
and said, “What accusation do you bring against this 
man?” They answered him, “If  this man were not an 
evildoer, we would not have handed him over.” Pilate 
said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by 
your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful 
for us to put any man to death.” This was to fulfil the 
word which Jesus had spoken to show by what death 
he was to die. Pilate entered the praetorium again and 
called Jesus, and said to him, “Are you the King of  the 
Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of  your own 
accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate 
answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the 
chief  priests have handed you over to me; what have 
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you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingship is not of  
this world; if  my kingship were of  this world, my 
servants would fight, that I might not be handed over 
to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the world.” 
Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was 
born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear 
witness to the truth. Every one who is of  the truth 
hears my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again, 
and told them, “I find no crime in him.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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