
YEAR 2, LENT 2, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
The LORD said to me in the days of  King Josi'ah: 
“Have you seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel,
how she went up on every high hill and under every 
green tree, and there played the harlot? And I thought,
‘After she has done all this she will return to me’; but 
she did not return, and her false sister Judah saw it. 
She saw that for all the adulteries of  that faithless one, 
Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of  divorce; 
yet her false sister Judah did not fear, but she too went
and played the harlot. Because harlotry was so light to 
her, she polluted the land, committing adultery with 
stone and tree. Yet for all this her false sister Judah did
not return to me with her whole heart, but in pretense,
says the LORD.” And the LORD said to me, “Faithless 
Israel has shown herself  less guilty than false Judah. 
Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and 
say, ‘Return, faithless Israel, says the LORD. I will not 
look on you in anger, for I am merciful, says the 
LORD; I will not be angry for ever. Only acknowledge 
your guilt, that you rebelled against the LORD your 
God and scattered your favors among strangers under 
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every green tree, and that you have not obeyed my 
voice, says the LORD. Return, O faithless children, says
the LORD; for I am your master; I will take you, one 
from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you 
to Zion. And I will give you shepherds after my own 
heart, who will feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. And when you have multiplied and 
increased in the land, in those days, says the LORD, 
they shall no more say, “The ark of  the covenant of  
the LORD.” It shall not come to mind, or be 
remembered, or missed; it shall not be made again. At 
that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of  the 
LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence
of  the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall no more 
stubbornly follow their own evil heart. In those days 
the house of  Judah shall join the house of  Israel, and 
together they shall come from the land of  the north to
the land that I gave your fathers for a heritage.’”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
immoral men; not at all meaning the immoral of  this 
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world, or the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, since 
then you would need to go out of  the world. But 
rather I wrote to you not to associate with any one 
who bears the name of  brother if  he is guilty of  
immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard,
or robber—not even to eat with such a one. For what 
have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those 
inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges 
those outside. “Drive out the wicked person from 
among you.” When one of  you has a grievance against
a brother, does he dare go to law before the 
unrighteous instead of  the saints? Do you not know 
that the saints will judge the world? And if  the world is
to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial 
cases? Do you not know that we are to judge angels? 
How much more, matters pertaining to this life! If  
then you have such cases, why do you lay them before 
those who are least esteemed by the church? I say this 
to your shame. Can it be that there is no man among 
you wise enough to decide between members of  the 
brotherhood, but brother goes to law against brother, 
and that before unbelievers? To have lawsuits at all 
with one another is defeat for you. Why not rather 
suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? But you 
yourselves wrong and defraud, and that even your own
brethren. Do you not know that the unrighteous will 
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not inherit the kingdom of  God? Do not be deceived; 
neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
sexual perverts, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the 
kingdom of  God. And such were some of  you. But 
you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of  the Lord Jesus Christ and in 
the Spirit of  our God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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