
YEAR 2, LENT 2, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
“In that day, says the LORD, courage shall fail both 
king and princes; the priests shall be appalled and the 
prophets astounded.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD, 
surely thou hast utterly deceived this people and 
Jerusalem, saying, ‘It shall be well with you’; whereas 
the sword has reached their very life.” My anguish, my 
anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh, the walls of  my heart! 
My heart is beating wildly; I cannot keep silent; for I 
hear the sound of  the trumpet, the alarm of  war. 
Disaster follows hard on disaster, the whole land is laid
waste. Suddenly my tents are destroyed, my curtains in 
a moment. How long must I see the standard, and 
hear the sound of  the trumpet? “For my people are 
foolish, they know me not; they are stupid children, 
they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing 
evil, but how to do good they know not.” I looked on 
the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the 
heavens, and they had no light. I looked on the 
mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills 
moved to and fro. I looked, and lo, there was no man, 
and all the birds of  the air had fled. I looked, and lo, 
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the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were laid
in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger. For 
thus says the LORD, “The whole land shall be a 
desolation; yet I will not make a full end. For this the 
earth shall mourn, and the heavens above be black; for
I have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented 
nor will I turn back.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are 
helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be
enslaved by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach 
and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy 
both one and the other. The body is not meant for 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us 
up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies 
are members of  Christ? Shall I therefore take the 
members of  Christ and make them members of  a 
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins
himself  to a prostitute becomes one body with her? 
For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.”
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But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit 
with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a 
man commits is outside the body; but the immoral 
man sins against his own body. Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of  the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God? You are not your own; you
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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