YEAR 2, LENT 3, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah

Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Glean thoroughly as a
vine the remnant of Israel; like a grape-gatherer pass
your hand again over its branches.” To whom shall I
speak and give warning, that they may hear? Behold,
their ears are closed, they cannot listen; behold, the
word of the LORD is to them an object of scorn, they
take no pleasure in it. Therefore I am full of the wrath
of the LORD; I am weary of holding 1t in. “Pour it out
upon the children in the street, and upon the
gatherings of young men, also; both husband and wife
shall be taken, the old folk and the very aged. Their
houses shall be turned over to others, their fields and
wives together; for I will stretch out my hand against
the inhabitants of the land,” says the LORD. “For from
the least to the greatest of them, every one 1s greedy
for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, every one
deals falsely. They have healed the wound of my
people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,” when there is no
peace. Were they ashamed when they committed
abomination? No, they were not at all ashamed; they
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did not know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall
among those who fall; at the time that I punish them,

they shall be overthrown,” says the LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by
the flesh, could not do: sending his own Son 1n the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin
in the flesh, in order that the just requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set
the mind on the flesh 1s death, but to set the mind on
the Spirit 1s life and peace. For the mind that 1s set on
the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh, you
are 1n the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in

YEAR 2, LENT 3, SUNDAY: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
JEREMIAH 6:9—15; ROMANS 8:1-10; DEUTERONOMY 8:1-10



you. Any one who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
although your bodies are dead because of sin, your
spirits are alive because of righteousness.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from Deuteronomy

Moses said, “All the commandment which I command
you this day you shall be careful to do, that you may
live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which
the LORD swore to give to your fathers. And you shall
remember all the way which the LORD your God has
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he
might humble you, testing you to know what was in
your heart, whether you would keep his
commandments, or not. And he humbled you and let
you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did
not know, nor did your fathers know; that he might
make you know that man does not live by bread alone,
but that man lives by everything that proceeds out of
the mouth of the LORD. Your clothing did not wear
out upon you, and your foot did not swell, these forty
years. Know then in your heart that, as a man
disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines
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you. So you shall keep the commandments of the
LORD your God, by walking in his ways and by fearing
him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a
good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and
springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills, a land of
wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land
in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which
you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron,
and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you
shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your
God for the good land he has given you.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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