
YEAR 2, LENT 4, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead,
they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay 
us back for all the evil which we did to him.” So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 
this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph, Forgive, 
I pray you, the transgression of  your brothers and 
their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, we 
pray you, forgive the transgression of  the servants of  
the God of  your father.” Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down 
before him, and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 
But Joseph said to them, “Fear not, for am I in the 
place of  God? As for you, you meant evil against me; 
but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So
do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he reassured them and comforted them. So 
Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father’s house; and 
Joseph lived a hundred and ten years. And Joseph saw 
E'phraim’s children of  the third generation; the 
children also of  Ma'chir the son of  Manas'seh were 
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born upon Joseph’s knees. And Joseph said to his 
brothers, “I am about to die; but God will visit you, 
and bring you up out of  this land to the land which he
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Then 
Joseph took an oath of  the sons of  Israel, saying, 
“God will visit you, and you shall carry up my bones 
from here.” So Joseph died, being a hundred and ten 
years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a
coffin in Egypt.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus, 
seeking from him a sign from heaven, to test him. And
he sighed deeply in his spirit, and said, “Why does this 
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign 
shall be given to this generation.” And he left them, 
and getting into the boat again he departed to the 
other side. Now they had forgotten to bring bread; 
and they had only one loaf  with them in the boat. And
he cautioned them, saying, “Take heed, beware of  the 
leaven of  the Pharisees and the leaven of  Herod.” 
And they discussed it with one another, saying, “We 
have no bread.” And being aware of  it, Jesus said to 
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them, “Why do you discuss the fact that you have no 
bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and
having ears do you not hear? And do you not 
remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five 
thousand, how many baskets full of  broken pieces did 
you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” “And the 
seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of
broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, 
“Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet 
understand?” And they came to Beth-sa'ida. And some
people brought to him a blind man, and begged him 
to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand,
and led him out of  the village; and when he had spit 
on his eyes and laid his hands upon him, he asked him,
“Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I
see men; but they look like trees, walking.” Then again 
he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently 
and was restored, and saw everything clearly. And he 
sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not even enter
the village.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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