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YEAR 2, LENT 5, SUNDAY:  
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ba'al    BAY-uhl 
prophesied   PRAH-fi-side 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the 
words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling 
you with vain hopes; they speak visions of their own 
minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. They say 
continually to those who despise the word of the 
LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to every one 
who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No 
evil shall come upon you.’ ” For who among them has 
stood in the council of the LORD to perceive and to 
hear his word, or who has given heed to his word and 
listened? Behold, the storm of the LORD! Wrath has 
gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the 
head of the wicked. The anger of the LORD will not 
turn back until he has executed and accomplished the 
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intents of his mind. In the latter days you will 
understand it clearly. “I did not send the prophets, yet 
they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 
But if they had stood in my council, then they would 
have proclaimed my words to my people, and they 
would have turned them from their evil way, and from 
the evil of their doings. Am I a God at hand, says the 
LORD, and not a God afar off? Can a man hide 
himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? says 
the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the 
LORD. I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I 
have dreamed!’ How long shall there be lies in the 
heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who 
prophesy the deceit of their own heart, who think to 
make my people forget my name by their dreams 
which they tell one another, even as their fathers 
forgot my name for Ba'al? Let the prophet who has a 
dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word 
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common 
with wheat? says the LORD. Is not my word like fire, 
says the LORD, and like a hammer which breaks the 
rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, I am against the 
prophets, says the LORD, who steal my words from 
one another. Behold, I am against the prophets, says 
the LORD, who use their tongues and say, ‘Says the 
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LORD.’ Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying 
dreams, says the LORD, and who tell them and lead my 
people astray by their lies and their recklessness, when 
I did not send them or charge them; so they do not 
profit this people at all, says the LORD.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you 
may prove what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I 
bid every one among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith 
which God has assigned him. For as in one body we 
have many members, and all the members do not have 
the same function, so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 
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faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his 
teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who 
contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; 
he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love 
be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be aglow 
with the Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, 
be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice 
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly; never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If 
possible, so far as it depends upon you, live peaceably 
with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it 
to the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemy 
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink; for 
by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his 
head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 
robber; but he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep 
hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, 
but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” This figure Jesus used with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did 
not heed them. I am the door; if any one enters by me, 
he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a 
hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are 
not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
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He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own 
and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I 
must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So 
there shall be one flock, one shepherd.” 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


