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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Exodus 
And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When 
Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove yourselves by working a 
miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod 
and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a 
serpent.’ ” So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and 
did as the LORD commanded; Aaron cast down his 
rod before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a 
serpent. Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and 
the sorcerers; and they also, the magicians of Egypt, 
did the same by their secret arts. For every man cast 
down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s 
rod swallowed up their rods. Still Pharaoh’s heart was 
hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the 
LORD had said. Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, he refuses to let the 
people go. Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is 
going out to the water; wait for him by the river’s 
brink, and take in your hand the rod which was turned 
into a serpent. And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD, 
the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let 
my people go, that they may serve me in the 
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wilderness; and behold, you have not yet obeyed.” 
Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am 
the LORD: behold, I will strike the water that is in the 
Nile with the rod that is in my hand, and it shall be 
turned to blood, and the fish in the Nile shall die, and 
the Nile shall become foul, and the Egyptians will 
loathe to drink water from the Nile.” ’ ” And the 
LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod 
and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, 
over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all 
their pools of water, that they may become blood; and 
there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, 
both in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’ ” 
Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded; in the 
sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, he 
lifted up the rod and struck the water that was in the 
Nile, and all the water that was in the Nile turned to 
blood. And the fish in the Nile died; and the Nile 
became foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink 
water from the Nile; and there was blood throughout 
all the land of Egypt. But the magicians of Egypt did 
the same by their secret arts; so Pharaoh’s heart 
remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, 
as the LORD had said. Pharaoh turned and went into 
his house, and he did not lay even this to heart. And 
all the Egyptians dug round about the Nile for water 
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to drink, for they could not drink the water of the 
Nile. 
The Reader concludes   The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 

Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Caper'na-um  kuh-PUR-nay-uhm 
Jude'a    juu-DEE-uh 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark 
And Jesus left Caper'na-um and went to the region of 
Jude'a and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to 
him again; and again, as his custom was, he taught 
them. And Pharisees came up and in order to test him 
asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He 
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 
They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate 
of divorce, and to put her away.” But Jesus said to 
them, “For your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, 
‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
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his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they 
are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God 
has joined together, let not man put asunder.” And in 
the house the disciples asked him again about this 
matter. And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his 
wife and marries another, commits adultery against 
her; and if she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery.” And they were 
bringing children to him, that he might touch them; 
and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it 
he was indignant, and said to them, “Let the children 
come to me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and 
blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 


