
YEAR 2, LENT 5, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
“You, therefore, shall prophesy against them all these 
words, and say to them: ‘The LORD will roar from on 
high, and from his holy habitation utter his voice; he 
will roar mightily against his fold, and shout, like those
who tread grapes, against all the inhabitants of  the 
earth. The clamor will resound to the ends of  the 
earth, for the LORD has an indictment against the 
nations; he is entering into judgment with all flesh, and
the wicked he will put to the sword, says the LORD.’ 
Thus says the LORD of  hosts: Behold, evil is going 
forth from nation to nation, and a great tempest is 
stirring from the farthest parts of  the earth! And those
slain by the LORD on that day shall extend from one 
end of  the earth to the other. They shall not be 
lamented, or gathered, or buried; they shall be dung on
the surface of  the ground. Wail, you shepherds, and 
cry, and roll in ashes, you lords of  the flock, for the 
days of  your slaughter and dispersion have come, and 
you shall fall like choice rams. No refuge will remain 
for the shepherds, nor escape for the lords of  the 
flock. Hark, the cry of  the shepherds, and the wail of  
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the lords of  the flock! For the LORD is despoiling their
pasture, and the peaceful folds are devastated, because 
of  the fierce anger of  the LORD. Like a lion he has left
his covert, for their land has become a waste because 
of  the sword of  the oppressor, and because of  his 
fierce anger.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
When I came to Tro'as to preach the gospel of  Christ, 
a door was opened for me in the Lord; but my mind 
could not rest because I did not find my brother Titus 
there. So I took leave of  them and went on to 
Macedo'nia. But thanks be to God, who in Christ 
always leads us in triumph, and through us spreads the
fragrance of  the knowledge of  him everywhere. For 
we are the aroma of  Christ to God among those who 
are being saved and among those who are perishing, to
one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a 
fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these 
things? For we are not, like so many, peddlers of  
God’s word; but as men of  sincerity, as commissioned 
by God, in the sight of  God we speak in Christ. Are 
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we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we 
need, as some do, letters of  recommendation to you, 
or from you? You yourselves are our letter of  
recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known 
and read by all men; and you show that you are a letter
from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of  the living God, not on tablets of  
stone but on tablets of  human hearts. Such is the 
confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 
Not that we are competent of  ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us; our competence is from 
God, who has made us competent to be ministers of  a
new covenant, not in a written code but in the Spirit; 
for the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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