YEAR 2, LENT 5, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Nebuchadnez'zar  ne-buh-kuhd-NEZ-ur

Jeconi'ah jek-uh-NIGH-uh

Ela'sah uh-LLAY-suh

Sha'phan SHAY-fan

Gemari'ah gem-uh-RIGH-uh (hard “G”)
Hilki'ah hil-KIGH-uh

Z.edeki'ah zed-uh-KIGH-uh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah

These are the words of the letter which Jeremiah the
prophet sent from Jerusalem to the elders of the
exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the
people, whom Nebuchadnez'zar had taken into exile
from Jerusalem to Babylon. This was after King
Jeconi'ah, and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the
princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the
smiths had departed from Jerusalem. The letter was
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sent by the hand of Ela'sah the son of Sha'phan and
Gemari'ah the son of Hilki'ah, whom Zedeki'ah king
of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnez'zar king of
Babylon. It said: “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live
in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for
your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that
they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and
do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where
I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its
behalf, for in its weltare you will find your weltare. For
thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do
not let your prophets and your diviners who are
among you deceive you, and do not listen to the
dreams which they dream, for it is a lie which they are
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them,
says the LORD. For thus says the LORD: When seventy
years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I
will fulfil to you my promise and bring you back to
this place. For I know the plans I have for you, says
the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me
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and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will
seek me and find me; when you seek me with all your
heart.” I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I
will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the
nations and all the places where I have driven you,
says the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place
from which I sent you into exile.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God,
we do not lose heart. We have renounced disgraceful,
underhanded ways; we refuse to practice cunning or to
tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of
the truth we would commend ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel
is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds
of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness
of God. For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus
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Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for
Jesus’ sake. For 1t 1s the God who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs
to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested
in our bodies. For while we live we are always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death
is at work in us, but life in you.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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