
YEAR 2, PROPER 1, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
A man, whose appearance was like bronze, brought 
me back to the door of  the temple; and behold, water 
was issuing from below the threshold of  the temple 
toward the east (for the temple faced east); and the 
water was flowing down from below the south end of  
the threshold of  the temple, south of  the altar. Then 
he brought me out by way of  the north gate, and led 
me round on the outside to the outer gate, that faces 
toward the east; and the water was coming out on the 
south side. Going on eastward with a line in his hand, 
the man measured a thousand cubits, and then led me 
through the water; and it was ankle-deep. Again he 
measured a thousand, and led me through the water; 
and it was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, 
and led me through the water; and it was up to the 
loins. Again he measured a thousand, and it was a river
that I could not pass through, for the water had risen; 
it was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not 
be passed through. And he said to me, “Son of  man, 
have you seen this?” Then he led me back along the 
bank of  the river. As I went back, I saw upon the bank
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of  the river very many trees on the one side and on 
the other. And he said to me, “This water flows 
toward the eastern region and goes down into the 
Arabah; and when it enters the stagnant waters of  the 
sea, the water will become fresh. And wherever the 
river goes every living creature which swarms will live, 
and there will be very many fish; for this water goes 
there, that the waters of  the sea may become fresh; so 
everything will live where the river goes. Fishermen 
will stand beside the sea; from En-ge'di to En-eg'laim 
it will be a place for the spreading of  nets; its fish will 
be of  very many kinds, like the fish of  the Great Sea. 
But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; 
they are to be left for salt. And on the banks, on both 
sides of  the river, there will grow all kinds of  trees for 
food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, 
but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the 
water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit 
will be for food, and their leaves for healing.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus charged the twelve disciples, “Do not think that I
have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to
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bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a
man’s foes will be those of  his own household. He 
who loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of  me; and he who loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of  me; and he who does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of  me. He 
who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life 
for my sake will find it. He who receives you receives 
me, and he who receives me receives him who sent 
me. He who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward, and he who 
receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man
shall receive a righteous man’s reward. And whoever 
gives to one of  these little ones even a cup of  cold 
water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he 
shall not lose his reward.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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