
YEAR 2, PROPER 2, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
So Na'omi and Ruth went on until they came to 
Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, the 
whole town was stirred because of  them; and the 
women said, “Is this Na'omi?” She said to them, “Do 
not call me Na'omi, call me Mara, for the Almighty has
dealt very bitterly with me. I went away full, and the 
LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me 
Na'omi, when the LORD has afflicted me and the 
Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” So Na'omi 
returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law 
with her, who returned from the country of  Moab. 
And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of  
barley harvest. Now Na'omi had a kinsman of  her 
husband’s, a man of  wealth, of  the family of  
Elim'elech, whose name was Bo'az. And Ruth the 
Moabitess said to Na'omi, “Let me go to the field, and
glean among the ears of  grain after him in whose sight
I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my 
daughter.” So she set forth and went and gleaned in 
the field after the reapers; and she happened to come 
to the part of  the field belonging to Bo'az, who was of
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the family of  Elim'elech. And behold, Bo'az came 
from Bethlehem; and he said to the reapers, “The 
LORD be with you!’ And they answered, “The LORD 
bless you.” Then Bo'az said to his servant who was in 
charge of  the reapers, “Whose maiden is this?” And 
the servant who was in charge of  the reapers 
answered, “It is the Moabite maiden, who came back 
with Na'omi from the country of  Moab. She said, 
‘Pray, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after 
the reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued from 
early morning until now, without resting even for a 
moment.’ Then Bo'az said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my 
daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave 
this one, but keep close to my maidens. Let your eyes 
be upon the field which they are reaping, and go after 
them. Have I not charged the young men not to 
molest you? And when you are thirsty, go to the 
vessels and drink what the young men have drawn.” 
Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and 
said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that
you should take notice of  me, when I am a foreigner?”
But Bo'az answered her, “All that you have done for 
your mother-in-law since the death of  your husband 
has been fully told me, and how you left your father 
and mother and your native land and came to a people
that you did not know before. The LORD recompense 
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you for what you have done, and a full reward be given
you by the LORD, the God of  Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge!” Then she said, 
“You are most gracious to me, my lord, for you have 
comforted me and spoken kindly to your maidservant,
though I am not one of  your maidservants.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of  God, 
and he who loves is born of  God and knows God. He
who does not love does not know God; for God is 
love. In this the love of  God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not 
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the expiation for our sins. Beloved, if  God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No 
man has ever seen God; if  we love one another, God 
abides in us and his love is perfected in us. By this we 
know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of  his own Spirit. And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of  
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God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we know 
and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and 
he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him. In this is love perfected with us, that we may 
have confidence for the day of  judgment, because as 
he is so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love. 
We love, because he first loved us. If  any one says, “I 
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this 
commandment we have from him, that he who loves 
God should love his brother also.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 2, PROPER 2, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

RUTH 1:19–2:13; 1 JOHN 4:7–21


	Year 2, Proper 2, Tuesday: Evening Prayer

