
YEAR 2, PROPER 3, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a 
sorrow to his mother. Treasures gained by wickedness 
do not profit, but righteousness delivers from death. 
The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry, but 
he thwarts the craving of  the wicked. A slack hand 
causes poverty, but the hand of  the diligent makes 
rich. A son who gathers in summer is prudent, but a 
son who sleeps in harvest brings shame. Blessings are 
on the head of  the righteous, but the mouth of  the 
wicked conceals violence. The memory of  the 
righteous is a blessing, but the name of  the wicked will
rot. The wise of  heart will heed commandments, but a
prating fool will come to ruin. He who walks in 
integrity walks securely, but he who perverts his ways 
will be found out. He who winks the eye causes 
trouble, but he who boldly reproves makes peace. The 
mouth of  the righteous is a fountain of  life, but the 
mouth of  the wicked conceals violence. Hatred stirs 
up strife, but love covers all offenses.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Then a blind and dumb demoniac was brought to 
Jesus, and he healed him, so that the dumb man spoke 
and saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, 
“Can this be the Son of  David?” But when the 
Pharisees heard it they said, “It is only by Be-el'zebul, 
the prince of  demons, that this man casts out 
demons.” Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, 
“Every kingdom divided against itself  is laid waste, 
and no city or house divided against itself  will stand; 
and if  Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against 
himself; how then will his kingdom stand? And if  I 
cast out demons by Be-el'zebul, by whom do your 
sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your 
judges. But if  it is by the Spirit of  God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of  God has come upon 
you. Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. He who 
is not with me is against me, and he who does not 
gather with me scatters. Therefore I tell you, every sin 
and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And 
whoever says a word against the Son of  man will be 
forgiven; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit 
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will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 
come.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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