
YEAR 2, PROPER 3, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
Better is a little with the fear of  the LORD than great 
treasure and trouble with it. Better is a dinner of  herbs
where love is than a fatted ox and hatred with it. A 
hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to
anger quiets contention. The way of  a sluggard is 
overgrown with thorns, but the path of  the upright is 
a level highway. A wise son makes a glad father, but a 
foolish man despises his mother. Folly is a joy to him 
who has no sense, but a man of  understanding walks 
aright. Without counsel plans go wrong, but with 
many advisers they succeed. To make an apt answer is 
a joy to a man, and a word in season, how good it is! 
The wise man’s path leads upward to life, that he may 
avoid Sheol beneath. The LORD tears down the house 
of  the proud, but maintains the widow’s boundaries. 
The thoughts of  the wicked are an abomination to the
LORD, the words of  the pure are pleasing to him. He 
who is greedy for unjust gain makes trouble for his 
household, but he who hates bribes will live. The mind
of  the righteous ponders how to answer, but the 
mouth of  the wicked pours out evil things. The LORD 
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is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of  the 
righteous. The light of  the eyes rejoices the heart, and 
good news refreshes the bones. He whose ear heeds 
wholesome admonition will abide among the wise. He 
who ignores instruction despises himself, but he who 
heeds admonition gains understanding. The fear of  
the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility goes 
before honor.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Either make the tree 
good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its 
fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. You brood 
of  vipers! how can you speak good, when you are evil?
For out of  the abundance of  the heart the mouth 
speaks. The good man out of  his good treasure brings 
forth good, and the evil man out of  his evil treasure 
brings forth evil. I tell you, on the day of  judgment 
men will render account for every careless word they 
utter; for by your words you will be justified, and by 
your words you will be condemned.” Then some of  
the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we 
wish to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, 
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“An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign; 
but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of  the 
prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of  the whale, so will the Son of  
man be three days and three nights in the heart of  the 
earth. The men of  Nin'eveh will arise at the judgment 
with this generation and condemn it; for they repented
at the preaching of  Jonah, and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here. The queen of  the South 
will arise at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it; for she came from the ends of  the earth 
to hear the wisdom of  Solomon, and behold, 
something greater than Solomon is here.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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