
YEAR 2, PROPER 3, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
Hear, my son, and be wise, and direct your mind in the
way. Be not among winebibbers, or among gluttonous 
eaters of  meat; for the drunkard and the glutton will 
come to poverty, and drowsiness will clothe a man 
with rags. Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has 
strife? Who has complaining? Who has wounds 
without cause? Who has redness of  eyes? Those who 
tarry long over wine, those who go to try mixed wine. 
Do not look at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in 
the cup and goes down smoothly. At the last it bites 
like a serpent, and stings like an adder. Your eyes will 
see strange things, and your mind utter perverse 
things. You will be like one who lies down in the midst
of  the sea, like one who lies on the top of  a mast. 
“They struck me,” you will say, “but I was not hurt; 
they beat me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake?
I will seek another drink.” Be not envious of  evil men,
nor desire to be with them; for their minds devise 
violence, and their lips talk of  mischief.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Another parable Jesus put before them, saying, “The 
kingdom of  heaven is like a grain of  mustard seed 
which a man took and sowed in his field; it is the 
smallest of  all seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
greatest of  shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of  the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
He told them another parable, “The kingdom of  
heaven is like leaven which a woman took and hid in 
three measures of  flour, till it was all leavened.” All 
this Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed he said
nothing to them without a parable. This was to fulfil 
what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my 
mouth in parables, I will utter what has been hidden 
since the foundation of  the world.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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