
YEAR 2, PROPER 4, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
For of  the wise man as of  the fool there is no 
enduring remembrance, seeing that in the days to 
come all will have been long forgotten. How the wise 
man dies just like the fool! So I hated life, because 
what is done under the sun was grievous to me; for all 
is vanity and a striving after wind. I hated all my toil in 
which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to the man who will come after me; and who 
knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he
will be master of  all for which I toiled and used my 
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned 
about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil 
of  my labors under the sun, because sometimes a man
who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill 
must leave all to be enjoyed by a man who did not toil 
for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What has a 
man from all the toil and strain with which he toils 
beneath the sun? For all his days are full of  pain, and 
his work is a vexation; even in the night his mind does 
not rest. This also is vanity. There is nothing better for
a man than that he should eat and drink, and find 
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enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand
of  God; for apart from him who can eat or who can 
have enjoyment? For to the man who pleases him God
gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but to the sinner
he gives the work of  gathering and heaping, only to 
give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a 
striving after wind.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
When Jesus had finished telling these parables, he 
went away from the sea, and coming to his own 
country he taught them in their synagogue, so that 
they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man 
get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this 
the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? 
And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon 
and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where 
then did this man get all this?” And they took offense 
at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his own country and in his 
own house.” And he did not do many mighty works 
there, because of  their unbelief.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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