
YEAR 2, PROPER 4, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
Guard your steps when you go to the house of  God; 
to draw near to listen is better than to offer the 
sacrifice of  fools; for they do not know that they are 
doing evil. Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your 
heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is 
in heaven, and you upon earth; therefore let your 
words be few. For a dream comes with much business, 
and a fool’s voice with many words. When you vow a 
vow to God, do not delay paying it; for he has no 
pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. It is better that 
you should not vow than that you should vow and not 
pay. Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not 
say before the messenger that it was a mistake; why 
should God be angry at your voice, and destroy the 
work of  your hands? For when dreams increase, empty
words grow many: but do you fear God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Then Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 
went up on the mountain by himself  to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this 
time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten 
by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in 
the fourth watch of  the night he came to them, 
walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But immediately 
he spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no 
fear.” And Peter answered him, “Lord, if  it is you, bid 
me come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So 
Peter got out of  the boat and walked on the water and
came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save 
me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, “O man of  little faith, why 
did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the 
wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of  God.” And when 
they had crossed over, they came to land at 
Gennes'aret. And when the men of  that place 
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recognized him, they sent round to all that region and 
brought to him all that were sick, and besought him 
that they might only touch the fringe of  his garment; 
and as many as touched it were made well.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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