
YEAR 2, PROPER 4, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: 
“You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes 
in the land of  Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his 
servants and to all his land, the great trials which your 
eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders; but to 
this day the LORD has not given you a mind to 
understand, or eyes to see, or ears to hear. I have led 
you forty years in the wilderness; your clothes have not
worn out upon you, and your sandals have not worn 
off  your feet; you have not eaten bread, and you have 
not drunk wine or strong drink; that you may know 
that I am the LORD your God. And when you came to
this place, Sihon the king of  Heshbon and Og the king
of  Bashan came out against us to battle, but we 
defeated them; we took their land, and gave it for an 
inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
half-tribe of  the Manas'sites. Therefore be careful to 
do the words of  this covenant, that you may prosper 
in all that you do. You stand this day all of  you before 
the LORD your God; the heads of  your tribes, your 
elders, and your officers, all the men of  Israel, your 
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little ones, your wives, and the sojourner who is in 
your camp, both he who hews your wood and he who 
draws your water, that you may enter into the sworn 
covenant of  the LORD your God, which the LORD 
your God makes with you this day; that he may 
establish you this day as his people, and that he may be
your God, as he promised you, and as he swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. Nor 
is it with you only that I make this sworn covenant, 
but with him who is not here with us this day as well 
as with him who stands here with us this day before 
the LORD our God.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
Now before faith came, we were confined under the 
law, kept under restraint until faith should be revealed. 
So that the law was our custodian until Christ came, 
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in 
Christ Jesus you are all sons of  God, through faith. 
For as many of  you as were baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
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neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if  you are 
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise. I mean that the heir, as long as 
he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the 
owner of  all the estate; but he is under guardians and 
trustees until the date set by the father. So with us; 
when we were children, we were slaves to the 
elemental spirits of  the universe. But when the time 
had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of  
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of  his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So through God you are no longer a slave but
a son, and if  a son then an heir. Formerly, when you 
did not know God, you were in bondage to beings that
by nature are no gods; but now that you have come to 
know God, or rather to be known by God, how can 
you turn back again to the weak and beggarly 
elemental spirits, whose slaves you want to be once 
more? You observe days, and months, and seasons, 
and years! I am afraid I have labored over you in vain.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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