
YEAR 2, PROPER 5, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and 
it lies heavy upon men: a man to whom God gives 
wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks 
nothing of  all that he desires, yet God does not give 
him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them; 
this is vanity; it is a sore affliction. If  a man begets a 
hundred children, and lives many years, so that the 
days of  his years are many, but he does not enjoy life’s 
good things, and also has no burial, I say that an 
untimely birth is better off  than he. For it comes into 
vanity and goes into darkness, and in darkness its 
name is covered; moreover it has not seen the sun or 
known anything; yet it finds rest rather than he. Even 
though he should live a thousand years twice told, yet 
enjoy no good—do not all go to the one place? All the
toil of  man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not 
satisfied. For what advantage has the wise man over 
the fool? And what does the poor man have who 
knows how to conduct himself  before the living? 
Better is the sight of  the eyes than the wandering of  
desire; this also is vanity and a striving after wind. 
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Whatever has come to be has already been named, and
it is known what man is, and that he is not able to 
dispute with one stronger than he. The more words, 
the more vanity, and what is man the better? For who 
knows what is good for man while he lives the few 
days of  his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? 
For who can tell man what will be after him under the 
sun?
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples: “Fear not, little flock, for it 
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms; provide
yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no 
thief  approaches and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Let your 
loins be girded and your lamps burning, and be like 
men who are waiting for their master to come home 
from the marriage feast, so that they may open to him 
at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those 
servants whom the master finds awake when he 
comes; truly, I say to you, he will gird himself  and have
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them sit at table, and he will come and serve them. If  
he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and 
finds them so, blessed are those servants! But know 
this, that if  the householder had known at what hour 
the thief  was coming, he would not have left his house
to be broken into. You also must be ready; for the Son 
of  man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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