
YEAR 2, PROPER 5, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
“You know how we dwelt in the land of  Egypt, and 
how we came through the midst of  the nations 
through which you passed; and you have seen their 
detestable things, their idols of  wood and stone, of  
silver and gold, which were among them. Beware lest 
there be among you a man or woman or family or 
tribe, whose heart turns away this day from the LORD 
our God to go and serve the gods of  those nations; 
lest there be among you a root bearing poisonous and 
bitter fruit, one who, when he hears the words of  this 
sworn covenant, blesses himself  in his heart, saying, ‘I 
shall be safe, though I walk in the stubbornness of  my
heart.’ This would lead to the sweeping away of  moist 
and dry alike. The LORD would not pardon him, but 
rather the anger of  the LORD and his jealousy would 
smoke against that man, and the curses written in this 
book would settle upon him, and the LORD would blot
out his name from under heaven. And the LORD 
would single him out from all the tribes of  Israel for 
calamity, in accordance with all the curses of  the 
covenant written in this book of  the law. And the 
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generation to come, your children who rise up after 
you, and the foreigner who comes from a far land, 
would say, when they see the afflictions of  that land 
and the sicknesses with which the LORD has made it 
sick—whole land brimstone and salt, and a burnt-out 
waste, unsown, and growing nothing, where no grass 
can sprout, an overthrow like that of  Sodom and 
Gomor'rah, Admah and Zeboi'im, which the LORD 
overthrew in his anger and wrath—yea, all the nations 
would say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land? 
What means the heat of  this great anger?’ Then men 
would say, ‘It is because they forsook the covenant of  
the LORD, the God of  their fathers, which he made 
with them when he brought them out of  the land of  
Egypt, and went and served other gods and worshiped
them, gods whom they had not known and whom he 
had not allotted to them; therefore the anger of  the 
LORD was kindled against this land, bringing upon it 
all the curses written in this book; and the LORD 
uprooted them from their land in anger and fury and 
great wrath, and cast them into another land, as at this 
day.’ The secret things belong to the LORD our God; 
but the things that are revealed belong to us and to 
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our children for ever, that we may do all the words of  
this law.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
The next day, as the servants of  Cornelius were on 
their journey and coming near Joppa, Peter went up on
the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. And he 
became hungry and desired something to eat; but 
while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance and 
saw the heaven opened, and something descending, 
like a great sheet, let down by four corners upon the 
earth. In it were all kinds of  animals and reptiles and 
birds of  the air. And there came a voice to him, “Rise, 
Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “No, Lord; for I 
have never eaten anything that is common or 
unclean.” And the voice came to him again a second 
time, “What God has cleansed, you must not call 
common.” This happened three times, and the thing 
was taken up at once to heaven. Now while Peter was 
inwardly perplexed as to what the vision which he had 
seen might mean, behold, the men that were sent by 
Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon’s house, 
stood before the gate and called out to ask whether 
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Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. And 
while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to 
him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. Rise and 
go down, and accompany them without hesitation; for 
I have sent them.” And Peter went down to the men 
and said, “I am the one you are looking for; what is 
the reason for your coming?” And they said, 
“Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing 
man, who is well spoken of  by the whole Jewish 
nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to 
come to his house, and to hear what you have to say.” 
So he called them in to be his guests. The next day he 
rose and went off  with them, and some of  the 
brethren from Joppa accompanied him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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