
YEAR 2, PROPER 5, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiastes
Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the 
swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the 
wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to the men
of  skill; but time and chance happen to them all. For 
man does not know his time. Like fish which are taken
in an evil net, and like birds which are caught in a 
snare, so the sons of  men are snared at an evil time, 
when it suddenly falls upon them. I have also seen this
example of  wisdom under the sun, and it seemed great
to me. There was a little city with few men in it; and a 
great king came against it and besieged it, building 
great siegeworks against it. But there was found in it a 
poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the 
city. Yet no one remembered that poor man. But I say 
that wisdom is better than might, though the poor 
man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not 
heeded. The words of  the wise heard in quiet are 
better than the shouting of  a ruler among fools. 
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Wisdom is better than weapons of  war, but one sinner
destroys much good.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And the Pharisees and Sad'ducees came, and to test 
Jesus they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 
He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will 
be fair weather; for the sky is red.’ And in the morning, 
‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and 
threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance
of  the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of  the 
times. An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a 
sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of  
Jonah.” So he left them and departed. When the 
disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to 
bring any bread. Jesus said to them, “Take heed and 
beware of  the leaven of  the Pharisees and Sad'ducees.” 
And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “We 
brought no bread.” But Jesus, aware of  this, said, “O 
men of  little faith, why do you discuss among 
yourselves the fact that you have no bread? Do you not 
yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves of  
the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered?
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Or the seven loaves of  the four thousand, and how 
many baskets you gathered? How is it that you fail to 
perceive that I did not speak about bread? Beware of  
the leaven of  the Pharisees and Sad'ducees.” Then they 
understood that he did not tell them to beware of  the 
leaven of  bread, but of  the teaching of  the Pharisees 
and Sad'ducees.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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