
YEAR 2, PROPER 6, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Numbers
So Moses went out and told the people the words of  
the LORD; and he gathered seventy men of  the elders 
of  the people, and placed them round about the tent. 
Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to 
him, and took some of  the spirit that was upon him 
and put it upon the seventy elders; and when the spirit 
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did so no
more. Now two men remained in the camp, one 
named Eldad, and the other named Me'dad, and the 
spirit rested upon them; they were among those 
registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and 
so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran 
and told Moses, “Eldad and Me'dad are prophesying in
the camp.” And Joshua the son of  Nun, the minister 
of  Moses, one of  his chosen men, said, “My lord 
Moses, forbid them.” But Moses said to him, “Are you
jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people 
were prophets, that the LORD would put his spirit 
upon them!” And Moses and the elders of  Israel 
returned to the camp. And there went forth a wind 
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from the LORD, and it brought quails from the sea, 
and let them fall beside the camp, about a day’s 
journey on this side and a day’s journey on the other 
side, round about the camp, and about two cubits 
above the face of  the earth. And the people rose all 
that day, and all night, and all the next day, and 
gathered the quails; he who gathered least gathered ten
homers; and they spread them out for themselves all 
around the camp. While the meat was yet between 
their teeth, before it was consumed, the anger of  the 
LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great plague.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who 
is the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven?” And calling
to him a child, he put him in the midst of  them, and 
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of  
heaven. Whoever humbles himself  like this child, he is
the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven. Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me; but 
whoever causes one of  these little ones who believe in 
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me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened round his neck and to be drowned 
in the depth of  the sea. Woe to the world for 
temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations 
come, but woe to the man by whom the temptation 
comes! And if  your hand or your foot causes you to 
sin, cut it off  and throw it away; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed or lame than with two hands or two 
feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if  your eye 
causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is 
better for you to enter life with one eye than with two 
eyes to be thrown into the hell of  fire.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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