
YEAR 2, PROPER 7, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
A man of  Benjamin ran from the battle line, and came
to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes rent and with 
earth upon his head. When he arrived, Eli was sitting 
upon his seat by the road watching, for his heart 
trembled for the ark of  God. And when the man came
into the city and told the news, all the city cried out. 
When Eli heard the sound of  the outcry, he said, 
“What is this uproar?” Then the man hastened and 
came and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety-eight years old 
and his eyes were set, so that he could not see. And 
the man said to Eli, “I am he who has come from the 
battle; I fled from the battle today.” And he said, 
“How did it go, my son?” He who brought the tidings 
answered and said, “Israel has fled before the 
Philistines, and there has also been a great slaughter 
among the people; your two sons also, Hophni and 
Phin'ehas, are dead, and the ark of  God has been 
captured.” When he mentioned the ark of  God, Eli 
fell over backward from his seat by the side of  the 
gate; and his neck was broken and he died, for he was 
an old man, and heavy. He had judged Israel forty 
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years. Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of  Phin'ehas, 
was with child, about to give birth. And when she 
heard the tidings that the ark of  God was captured, 
and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, 
she bowed and gave birth; for her pains came upon 
her. And about the time of  her death the women 
attending her said to her, “Fear not, for you have 
borne a son.” But she did not answer or give heed. 
And she named the child Ich'abod, saying, “The glory 
has departed from Israel!” because the ark of  God had
been captured and because of  her father-in-law and 
her husband. And she said, “The glory has departed 
from Israel, for the ark of  God has been captured.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
But some men came down from Judea and were 
teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of  Moses, you cannot be 
saved.” And when Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas 
and some of  the others were appointed to go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this 
question. So, being sent on their way by the church, 
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they passed through both Phoeni'cia and Sama'ria, 
reporting the conversion of  the Gentiles, and they 
gave great joy to all the brethren. When they came to 
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the 
apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God 
had done with them. But some believers who 
belonged to the party of  the Pharisees rose up, and 
said, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to charge
them to keep the law of  Moses.” The apostles and the 
elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 
And after there had been much debate, Peter rose and 
said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early 
days God made choice among you, that by my mouth 
the Gentiles should hear the word of  the gospel and 
believe. And God who knows the heart bore witness 
to them, giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to 
us; and he made no distinction between us and them, 
but cleansed their hearts by faith. Now therefore why 
do you make trial of  God by putting a yoke upon the 
neck of  the disciples which neither our fathers nor we 
have been able to bear? But we believe that we shall be
saved through the grace of  the Lord Jesus, just as they 
will.” And all the assembly kept silence; and they 
listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what 
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signs and wonders God had done through them 
among the Gentiles.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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